PASTOR’S PAGE
NURTURING HOPE
As we enter into this season of Advent, we look for, we long for, God acting among us
to redeem a fractured world. There’s another word for this anticipation of the coming
of Jesus and what that means. HOPE carries us into an unseen future, even as we wait
in an uncertain present. The Bible reminds us that “suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not
disappoint us.”
One of my favorite authors, Anne Lamott, wrote an article that first appeared a couple
of years ago in National Geographic magazine. Here are a few of her thoughts.
“You would almost have to be nuts to be filled with hope. . . . At regular intervals, life
gets a little too real for my taste. The wider world seems full of bombers, polluters,
threats of all kinds.
In these situations, I usually have one of two responses: either that I am doomed or that
I need to figure out whom to blame (and then correct their behavior). But neither of these
is true. The truth is that—through the workings of love, science, community, time, and
what I dare to call grace—some elemental shift will occur and we will find we are semi-OK
again. And even semi-OK can be a miracle.”
Lamott encourages us to “look to the volunteers and aid organizations. We take the
action—soup kitchens, creek restoration, mentoring—and then this insight follows:
that by showing up with hope to help others, I’m guaranteed that hope is present.
Then my own hope increases. By creating hope for others, I end up awash in the stuff.”
When we look for signs of hope, we can find them. I ran across the story of a group of
nurses who won $10,000 in the lottery, and instead of dividing up the cash so that each
one got $56, they divided the winnings between two colleagues who were facing
emergency financial needs. Everybody ended up feeling more hopeful – a payout much
greater than the cost to any one person. “Helpful” increases “hopeful.”
St. Paul writes in Romans Chapter 8, “In hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.” Patience keeps us open to possibilities for God’s unfolding
answers to our prayers for a world put right. Patience will, I expect, be needed as you
move into a new direction in your Interim time. I know that being an Interim Pastor means
I need to be hopeful enough to trust the Spirit, as I can seldom predict what comes next.
This Advent, we can look for opportunities to show up to help others with hope, drawing
on our trust in God. Seeing the evidence of hope, we can sing for joy at the gift of the
Christ Child this Christmas, and live into God’s vision, heading into a new year and a new
chapter of ministry.
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Please Pray for
Peggy Adams
Dorothy Alldredge
Tom Benton
Carolyn Brauser
Jody Call
Karla Goodman
Carroll Funkhouser
Dottie Funkhouser
Jason Henderson
Janice Heriges
Bryan Hicks
Marisa Hovde
Lourana Howard
Neil Jackson
Wilma Jacobs
Shoshana Johnson
Steve Kerzan
Julie Kissinger
Dalton Kuhn
Jenna & Kevin Kyler
Kathy Mueller
Kim Mullen
Maria Nelson
Bryan Oeth
Pharah Paul
Guin Pfarner
Dalton Pfeiffer

Birthdays this month

Judi Powers
Marilyn Raibley
Robert Lee Redman
Susan Roby
Vicki Roby
Mike Russell
Esther Saltzman
Tammy Schneider
Brenda Schroeder
Earnestine Schroeder
Fred Schroeder
Cynthia Searcy
Don Tenbarge
Sharon Utley
Mt. Vernon
Nursing & Rehab
Melva Englebright
Dorothy Freimiller
Mark Healy

12/03 Linda Hellenberg
12/03 Scott Russell
12/06 Rachel Johnson
12/14 Dale Strupp
12/17 Vicki Roby
12/17 Gwen Raibley
12/20 Branden Bincsik
12/20 Richard Kaufman
12/26 Wayne McIntosh
12/29 Jacqueline Rama Green
12/31 Haley King
Please call the church office if you
would like to have your birthday
in the newsletter and/or bulletin.

Thank you to
everyone for the
cards, gifts, and
well wishes at my
Confirmation. I appreciated
being welcomed as a member of
the church.
KYLE HOLDER

West River
Health Campus
Mary Gibson
Lana Hagemann
Evelyn Seyffarth
Expectant Mother
Kristi Uhde

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Christian Education Ministry
Team asked the parents of children ages
3 through 10 to complete a survey to help
the Team with ideas of what they would
like Sunday School to look like.
No replies have been received as of
this newsletter.
Going forward, the CE Team will have
a packet available in church once a month
for the children to take home.

Trinity needs someone to learn
the process of streaming the Sunday
Morning Church Service. This person
would fill in when Kayley is unavailable.
We also need someone to run the
sound system during the Sunday
Service for when Danny is unavailable.
Please contact Don Kleinschmidt if
interested. Thank you in advance.
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* Currently mask are REQUIRED to be
worn when in the church's facility.
* If the threat level goes down, the mask
requirements will be adjusted accordingly.
We will post the updated mask recommendations throughout the building and in the
Sunday bulletin.

DECEMBER 1
1:30 p.m. Spiritual Life

DECEMBER 5
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study
10:10 a.m. Worship Service

The Council voted not to renew Pastor
Karen’s contract past December 31,
2021. We will be utilizing supply pastors
until we have another interim pastor.____

DECEMBER 10 / Christmas Dinner
RSVP Deadline

DECEMBER 12
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study
10:10 a.m. Worship Service

A reception for Pastor Karen is planned
immediately after the morning worship
service on Sunday, December 19.______

DECEMBER 15
6:00 p.m. Finance Meeting

DECEMBER 19

The new incoming Council members
are invited to attend the December 20
Council meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Fund Offering
10:10 a.m. Worship Service
11:15 a.m. Reception for Pastor Karen
5:00 p.m. Church Christmas Dinner

Christmas Eve at Trinity

DECEMBER 20
7:00 p.m. Church Council

This year, we will be having two services
on Christmas Eve, at 3:30 pm and at
9:00 pm. They will be led in person, and
will include Holy Communion and
congregational candle lighting.
Two years ago there was just one service
at 9:00 pm, but this year we will probably
still need COVID social distancing, and
two services will help with that. Also, an
afternoon service may work better for
families with young children, and families
that want to be together in the evening.
It will also allow for driving home while
there is still some light out (sunset on
December 24 will be 4:38), for those
who may be concerned about that.
Come, join us to celebrate the gift of
Jesus, “God with Us.”

DECEMBER 23 / Newsletter Deadline
DECEMBER 24 / Christmas Eve
OFFICE CLOSED
3:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship
9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship

DECEMBER 25 / Christmas Day
DECEMBER 26
10:10 a.m. Worship Service

DECEMBER 31 / New Year’s Eve
OFFICE CLOSES at 11:00 a.m.

JANUARY 1 / New Year’s Day
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2021 Contributions

2022 Contribution Envelopes

In order for Trinity Church to credit
a contribution to your 2021 giving,
the contribution must be
Postmarked no later than
December 31, 2021

2022 Contribution envelopes will be
available at the back of the church
Sunday December 26, 2021, If you
do not see your name, please contact
Mary in the office. Please discard or
recycle any unused 2021 envelopes at
the end of the year.

OR
In the church office no later than
10:30 a.m. on Friday,
December 31, 2021

Contribution envelopes are
available to members. If you
would like to receive envelopes
for 2022, please contact Mary in the
office by December 3, 2021.

This schedule is to keep us within the
IRS guidelines.

Trinity Financials for October 2021
General Operating Income for October
General Operating Fund Expense for October
2021 General Operating Budget YTD
2021 General Operating Income YTD
2021 Building Transfers YTD
2021 General Operating Expense YTD
2021 General Operating Income Less Expense YTD

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

11,770.00
(13,533.00)
(151,370.00)
111,151.00
(95.00)
(129,596.00)
(18,541.00)

Christmas Dinner
Sunday December 19, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.
Meat, Drinks and Tableware will be furnished.
Please bring a dish or two to Share.
Name:______________________________________________________
Reservations - # Attending______________________
Reservation Deadline: December 10, 2021
Please place RSVP in offering plate or bring to the office.
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CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

ANGEL TREE
The Angel Tree is ready for you to choose
the child you would like to sponsor. The
angel will have the child’s first name, age,
sizes and special request. On the sponsor
sheet, make sure to sign your name next to
the child you are sponsoring.
Gifts can be dropped off
Mon. December 13 from 10:00 am-5:30 pm
OR
Tues. December 14 from 9:00 am-2:30 pm
Please use the handicap entrance

Christmas Assistance will need volunteer
for the week of December 12 - 17.
If you would like to help, there is a sign-up
sheet in the back of the church.
December 12 - Set up in Fellowship Hall
December 13 - 10:00 am - 5:30 pm
Gifts being dropped off
December 14 - 9:00 am - 2:30 pm
Gifts being dropped off
6:00 pm Fill Food Boxes
December 16 - 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Gift Pick-up
December 17 - 9:00 am - 11:00 am
Gift Pick-up

CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund has been caring
for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100
years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premiums,
and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees.
This year, we rejoice at the opening of possibilities for gathering and worshipping together
again, as we anticipate the good news of great joy at Christmas. Still, challenges remain for
many of our pastoral leaders who continue to experience loss of income as congregations
struggle with budget shortfall.
Please show your continued gratitude for our active and retired UCC clergy who need our
support by giving generously to the Christmas Fund this year.
Bring the attached envelope on Sunday, December 19, 2021 or you can donated directly and
securely at www.christmasfund.org.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
We have started a capital campaign to pay for our new Heating and Air Conditioning unit.
Our goal is to pay for the entire cost of $26,373.00 with donations before the end of the
calendar year. Several donations have already been made. Let’s get this accomplished!!
UNITED WAY 2021 CAMPAIGN: “This year, your United Way contribution can have even
more of an impact. They have a grant that will match any new monies received from new or
existing donors. This matching grant will allow them the opportunity to obtain $62,887 to
provide counseling services to both North Posey and Mt. Vernon school districts.
Help them be the positive change that is needed for our community and donate today!”
**Contact the church office at 812 838 3805 on how to make your direct gift to United Way.
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Christmas Poinsettias

December 19 - 26

If you would like to place a poinsettia in the chancel, please arrange for delivery or bring your
own to the Church by Friday, December 17 before 2:00 pm.
To have names printed in the bulletin, place this completed form in the offering plate or bring to
the church office before Wednesday, December 15.
Poinsettia given in memory/honor (circle one) of
Memory/Honor__________________________________________________
Memory/Honor___________________________________________________
Memory/Honor___________________________________________________
By________________________________________________
As a reminder, please make your own delivery arrangements for altar flowers or special flowers (Easter, Christmas)
The Golden Rose Gift and Flower shop in New Harmony has agreed to provide flowers for Trinity Church members.
1) Their phone number is 812-682-5027.
2) They offer free deliver to the church.
3) They have our tax I.D. number on file and will not charge sales tax on the flowers.
The individual placing the flower order is responsible for paying the bill. Golden Rose will not bill the church.
**You may also use any florist of your choice.**
The church office does not make the arrangements. The FLOWER ORDER FORM information you provide is only to
reserve the date or to place the order acknowledgement in the bulletin.

FLOWER ORDER FORM - 2022
I wish to order flowers for the church altar for the following date/dates in 2022
NAME:______________________________________________PHONE_____________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________
Date
_______ Given in memory/honor (circle one) of ________________________________________
By____________________________________________________________________
_______ Given in memory/honor (circle one) of ________________________________________
By____________________________________________________________________
_______ Given in memory/honor (circle one) of ________________________________________
By____________________________________________________________________
Please check one of the following:
If the date is not available,
_____ Give me any other available date closest to the above date.
_____ Give me any other available date.
_____ Call me so we can work out another date.
______I will make my own arrangements for flowers to be delivered during regular office hours or on
Sunday morning.
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6:30 Boy Scouts

13

6:30 Boy Scouts

10:10 Worship

Poinsettias

6:30 Boy Scouts

5:00 Church
7:00 Council
Christmas Dinner
26
27

Reception for Pastor
Karen immediately
after Worship Service

10:10 Worship

Poinsettias

Mon

6:30 Boy Scouts

6

19 / Christmas Fund 20

12
9:00 S.S.
10:10 Worship

9:00 S.S.
10:10 Worship

5

Sun

6:00 Finance
Committee

Deadline

15 / Poinsettia

8

16

9

1
2
1:30 Spiritual Life

Wed

Thu

28
9:00 Quilters

21
9:00 Quilters

29

22

18
Poinsettias need to 9:30 AA
be delivered before
Decorating in
2 pm
Fellowship Hall

17

11
9:30 AA

Private Party in
Fellowship Hall

4
9:30 AA

Sat

30

Office Closes
at 11:00 a.m.

31 /New Year's Eve

9:00 Christmas
Eve Worship

3:30 Christmas
Eve Worship

CHAIRMAN
OF EACH
MINISTRY TEAM
Please get your 2021
report to Mary by
January 19, 2022

24 / Office Closed 25
Newsletter Deadline Christmas Eve Christmas Day

23

Fri

Christmas Dinner
RSVP Deadline

10

3

CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE WEEK IN FELLOWSHIP HALL

14

11-2 Garden Club in
Fellowship Hall

7
9:00 Quilters

Tue

DECEMBER 2021

TRINITY TRUMPET
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Trinity United Church of Christ
505 Mulberry Street
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620
Tel: 812-838-3805

E mail: trinityuccmv@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tucc47620
Webpage: www.mytrinityucc.com
Address Services Requested

*** DECEMBER***

Inside This Issue

Food Pantry Needs
Tuna
Money for the Milk Program
In November members of Trinity
UCC gave $ 159.46 for the purchase
of milk and donated 89 pounds of
food to the River Bend Food Pantry
THANK YOU!!!
The deadline for the January Newsletter is
THURSDAY, December 23, 2022.
Please have your notes, articles, or
announcements to the office by this date.
Electronic submissions are
especially appreciated
~8~

Trinity United Church of Christ, Mt. Vernon, IN

Pastor’s Page

1

Prayer List / Birthdays
Thank You / Volunteers Needed

2

Upcoming Events

3

Financials
Christmas Dinner RSVP

4

Giving Opportunities

5

Flower Order Forms

6

Calendar of Events

7

Food Pantry Needs

8

December 2021

