April Fools for Christ
This year, with Easter Sunday falling early in April, it is useful to reflect on how April Fool’s Day
might intersect with the celebration of the Resurrection. Easter Monday, and, in later centuries,
the Sunday after Easter, has been a celebration of “Holy Humor,” a custom rooted in the idea
that God played a spectacular practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. It may
have been inspired by the famous Easter midnight sermon of John Chrysostom (344-407 A.D.)
—his name means “golden-mouthed” -- who described a vision of Christ confronting the devil
and laughing at him.
Perhaps the women who brought spices felt they had been foolish to trust Jesus, as they grimly
headed to the tomb for their last act of love for the man who had been their hope. People had
thought Jesus was a fool for heading to Jerusalem – even when he was told that powerful folks
there were plotting to kill him. People had thought Jesus was a fool – or just disturbingly and
disappointingly weak—for allowing himself to be arrested, for not deftly defending himself
before Pilate, for not using his divine power to come down from the cross and call on the angels
to overthrow the evildoers. Later, the grieving followers of Jesus thought the women were on a
fool’s errand when they told the disciples about the empty tomb and shared the amazing
message that Jesus was alive. Moving from fear to faith can indeed seem to be quite foolish.
It is of course quite possible to be just plain foolish – not “fools for Christ.” Judas was foolish to
think that he could safely take matters into his own hands and set up Jesus to confront his
enemies. Pilate was foolish to think that he could actually wash his hands of his involvement in
killing Jesus. The religious authorities were foolish to think that they could silence Jesus. Peter
was foolish to think that nothing could stand in the way of his unwavering loyalty to Jesus.
The Apostle Paul referred to himself and the early Christians as "fools for Christ's sake.” In the
first chapter of I Corinthians, he writes, “For the message about the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. God’s foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.”
Such blessed topsy-turvy foolishness: the last shall be made first; the rejected stone became the
cornerstone; those who wish to become great must serve; the lost will be found; the small will
become great; when we are weak, God’s strength shines through us. Is it foolish to hope for
change that promotes truth and peace and healing? Is it foolish to trust that God will make a
difference in a world so stubbornly drenched in blood?
Is it foolish to think that the greatest strength comes not from force and fear, but from
vulnerability and authenticity for the sake of honoring God as we serve our neighbor? Is it
foolish to trust that what unites us in Christ is stronger than any of our differences?
God, in fact, had the last laugh over death. We can be April Fools for Christ because of the most
amazing thing of all –the tomb is empty. Our Lord promises to meet us and lead us where we
live and work, no matter what. Christ is Risen, indeed.
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Please Pray for
Peggy Adams
Dorothy Alldredge
Scott Becker
Jody Call
Karla Goodman
Donna Hartmann Beachamp
Jason Henderson
Janice Heriges
Marisa Hovde
Lourana Howard
Shoshana Johnson
Ruth Keitel
Cheryl (Essary)
Kerzan
Julie Kissinger
Dalton Kuhn
Kathy Mueller
Kim Mullen
Maria Nelson
Bryan Oeth
Pharah Paul

Guin Pfarner
Dalton Pfeiffer
Judi Powers
Marilyn Raibley
Mike Russell
Esther Saltzman
Jerry Schenck
Carl Schmitz
Tammy Schneider
Brenda Schroeder
Evelyn Seyffarth
Cindy Searcy
Beth House-Sims
Sharon Utley
Ella Willis

Birthdays this month
04/01 Laura Kuhn
04/06 Gary Porter
04/06 Reid Schmitzer
04/17 Jeanie Ricketts
04/19 Ruth Duckworth
04/21 Jeffrey Hartmann
04/28 Karl Baro
04/29 Gary Redman
Please call the church office if you would
like to have your birthday in the newsletter
and/or bulletin

Mt. Vernon
Nursing & Rehab
Melva Englebright
Dorothy Freimiller
Mary Gibson
Mark Healy

PLEASE SEND
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
MAY 17, 2021
Pastor Y, our Pastor Emeritus,
will celebrate his 90th birthday!!!

Many, many thanks to those
persons who sent cards, sent
messages and offered prayers
during my recent hospitalization
and nursing home visit. Your
words of encouragement and
thoughtfulness meant a great deal
to me in my recovery thus far.
A special thank you also for the
lovely flowers from the church altar
that were delivered to me by
Martha Porter of the Spiritual Life
Committee. Hoping to be able to
attend church services in the very
near future. In Christ's name.
Brenda Schroeder

Let’s shower him with birthday greetings.
ADDRESS:
Rev. Duane Yegerlehner
2314 Hanover Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46227

GRADUATES
Graduation is just around the corner. The
Care Squares team will honor high school or
college graduates with a wall hanging.
Please submit name of graduate and school
to the church office at 812 838 3805 or to a
Care Squares member ASAP. Thank You
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April 1 / MAUNDY THURSDAY
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday
Worship Service

Due to COVID-19, there will
not be an Easer Egg Hunt
this year.

April 2 / GOOD FRIDAY
OFFICE CLOSED
12:00 p.m. Worship Service at
First Christian Church

April 4 / EASTER
8:00 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study
10:10 a.m. Worship Service

Easter gift bags will be
available after each service
for children

April 11
11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class

April 14
1:30 p.m. Spiritual Life

EASTER
In order to follow the COVID safety
limits and allow more people to worship inperson on Easter, there will be two different
worship times offered for Easter Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:10 AM.
This will allow us to more safely
limit the time we interact with others, and
allows distancing between those who will
be worshipping.

April 18
11:15 a.m. Congregational Meeting

April 20
7:00 p.m. Council

April 25
11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class

Church World Service Blanket Sunday will
be May 2, 2021 at Trinity UCC. Envelopes
for an additional offering will be available.
The CWS Blanket ministry is an easy way
for churches to participate in a broadreaching mission to provide our neighbors
that are experiencing poverty, displacement
or disaster with a warm blanket to comfort
them in their time of need.
Please consider giving to
his worthy cause.

Tentatively we will have the opportunity
to hear an Allen Digital Organ at St. John’s
Episcopal Church after our morning service
on April 11, 2021
After Morning Worship on April 18th,
there will be a follow-up congregational
meeting to discuss and vote on the repair
or replacement of our current pipe organ.
This is a big financial commitment for
our congregation. Please plan to attend if
you are able.
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SEARCH COMMITTEE: The search committee needs your help. We will soon
be having small group discussions to clarify who we are as a congregation, what
we believe, and how we share the good news of Jesus with our community and
our world. When we have the details for these small group meetings ready,
please participate
The lights and heat are on in the church. We are having bible study, youth group, and
confirmation class. We are observing all of the CDC protocols to prevent transmission of
the COVID -19 virus. Trinity UCC is alive and well. We are streaming Sunday Church
service on our Facebook page. We know that some of you have health concerns that
prevent you from coming to church. Please know that we miss seeing you and eagerly
anticipate the day when we can all be together. While some of our expenses are down,
our offerings are also down. Gifts to support the congregation’s ministry can be mailed to
the church office.

Trinity Financials for February 2021
General Operating Income for February
General Operating Fund Expense for February
2021 General Operating Budget YTD
2021 General Operating Income YTD
2021 Building Transfers YTD
2021 General Operating Expense YTD
2021 General Operating Income Less Expense YTD

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

8,659.00
(11,528.00)
(30,274.00)
20,839.00
(180.00)
(23,481.00)
(2,822.00)

PENCE HOUSE
The Pence house is available to rent. The church council would prefer to rent to
a church member. The trustees have the house in great shape. If ramps into the
house are needed, arrangements can be made. Please contact the church office
at 838-3805 if you are interested.

MISSING SHOP VAC
The shop vac which was in the sanctuary under the coat racks is missing. This
is not church property, but is personal property brought to the church for use in
repairing the church walls. Whoever borrowed it, please return the shop vac and
all the attachments to the church so repairs can be completed.
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SUN

6:30 Boy Scouts

12
9:00 Care
Squares

6:30 Boy Scouts

5
9:00 Care
Squares

MON

Mon

Class

25
9:00 Adult Bible
Study
10:10 Worship
11:15 Confirmation

6:30 Boy Scouts

26
9:00 Care
Squares

18
19
9:00 Adult Bible 9:00 Care
Study
Squares
10:10 Worship
11:15 Congregational
Meeting
6:30 Boy Scouts

Class

11
9:00 Adult Bible
Study
10:10 Worship
11:15 Confirmation

4 / EASTER
8:00 Worship
9:00 Adult Bible
Study
10:10 Worship

S

27
9:00 Quilters

7:00 Council

20
9:00 Quilters

13
9:00 Quilters

6
9:00 Quilters

Tue
TUE

7:00 Worship
Service
8

1 / MAUNDY
THURSDAY

Thu
THUR

28

21

29

22

14
15
1:30 Spiritual Life Newsletter
Deadline
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WED

APRIL 2021

30

23

16

9

Office Closed

12:00 Worship
Service at
First Christian

2 / GOOD
FRIDAY

Fri
FRI

24
9:30 AA

17
9:30 AA

10
9:30 AA

3
9:30 AA

Sat
SAT
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Trinity United Church of Christ
505 Mulberry Street
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620
Tel: 812-838-3805

E mail: trinityuccmv@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tucc47620
Webpage: www.mytrinityucc.com
Address Services Requested

The deadline for May’s Newsletter is
THURSDAY, April 15, 2021.
Please have your notes, articles, or
announcements to the office by this date.
Electronic submissions are
especially appreciated

Inside This Issue

APRIL
Food Pantry Needs
Toilet Paper, Soap, Shampoo,
Laundry Detergent,
Dish Washing Liquid

~6~

Pastor Page

1

Prayer List / Birthdays /
Thank You

2

Upcoming Events

3

Miscellaneous Information /
Financials

4

Calendar of Events

5

Food Pantry Needs

6

Trinity United Church of Christ, Mt. Vernon, IN

April 2021

