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Lent this year is still a season of turmoil and continuing fights--or perhaps uneasy silent  

truces-- among the splintered factions in our country. It’s been a year now with the pandemic 

restrictions and tensions, and it is getting old. We hope also that it is getting better. But still, the 

nation mourns a staggering half million deaths in that one year. Still we contend over differing 

views of what is true. How should Christians respond? The lesson for this Sunday tells us to 

follow Jesus by “taking up our cross.” What might that look like for a follower of Jesus now?  

A friend and colleague from seminary days, Pastor Jerome Burce, posts his thoughts online on 

the Crossings website about how he encounters the Good News of Jesus, crucified and risen 

for the sake of the world. He recently posted a sermon responding to the events on January 6 in 

Washington D.C. I want to share some highlights from what he shared.  

In the first chapter of Romans, we are promised grace and peace from God. Pastor Burce says, 

“these are two things our battered, scared, and angry country needs more than anything else.” 

Grace and peace are what Jesus specializes in and “to follow Jesus means to struggle and sweat 

to make grace and peace our specialty as well.” When we follow Jesus, we give others the 

grace and peace that come from Jesus. “Love each other as I have loved you.”  

Amid the tsunami of accusations and condemnations, the fears and angers, the disconnected 

“tribes” who seem to live in different worlds from each other, it seems we just can’t get to 

“grace and peace.” So “God stepped in with the power of the Holy Spirit to help us hear those 

words, to believe those words, to anchor our hearts and hopes once again in the Lord and  

Savior whose death turned those words into the truest words that any of us will ever hear.”  

Pastor Burce echoed the words of Jesus predicting his suffering and death, and calling on his 

followers to take up their cross. “Jesus leads us into the strangest way of winning and ruling 

that anyone has ever seen.” Greatness is marked by loving service; losing leads to finding.  

The world has never understood it, yet Pastor Burce proclaims, that in the midst of conflict and 

pain and misunderstanding, discontent, fears, we receive from Jesus “grace and peace” because 

that’s who Jesus is. “This Lord of ours, the one we follow, doesn’t win by crushing his  

enemies, or by abusing those who mock and hate him. He wins by laying his own life down for 

those enemies. [When we were still sinners, that’s when Christ died for us.] That’s what his 

cross is all about.”  

And now, to those who follow Jesus, he says “Take up your cross.” “Get ready to hurt.  

Get ready to lose and be a loser for someone else’s sake.” Love each other as I love you all.  

We will not live up to this calling, and “still this Lord of ours sticks with us.”  

So, as we take time in this Lenten season to prepare our hearts for “Jesus Christ, crucified and 

risen for the sake of the world” let us stick with this Lord, who sticks with us.  

The Grace and Peace of Jesus  
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Please Pray for 
Peggy  Adams 
Dorothy Alldredge 
Scott Becker 
Jody Call 
Karla Goodman 
Donna Hartmann - 
   Beachamp 
Jason Henderson 
Janice Heriges 
Marisa Hovde 
Lourana Howard  
Shoshana Johnson 
Ruth Keitel 
Cheryl (Essary)  
   Kerzan 
Julie Kissinger 
Dalton Kuhn 
Kathy Mueller 
Kim Mullen 
Maria Nelson 
Bryan Oeth 
Pharah Paul 

 

 

 

 

Guin Pfarner 
Dalton Pfeiffer 
Judi Powers 
Marilyn Raibley 
Mike Russell 
Esther Saltzman 
Jerry Schenck 
Carl Schmitz 
Tammy Schneider 
Brenda Schroeder 
Evelyn Seyffarth 
Cindy Searcy 
Beth House-Sims 
Sharon Utley 
Ella Willis 
 

Mt. Vernon  
Nursing & Rehab 
Melva Englebright 
Dorothy  Freimiller 
Mary Gibson 
Mark Healy 
 

 

 

Birthdays this month 
03/03  Jacqueline Wilson 

03/11 Beth Ann Baro 

03/18  Angelika Clark 

03/20  Martha Jean Porter 

03/ 27 Geraldine Allen 

03/29  Jody Roby 

03/30  Ruth Keitel 

     Please call the church office if you would 
like to have your birthday in the newsletter  
and/or bulletin 

Dear Trinity Family 

 
  Thank you for the years of love and 

care you gave my mother,  
Nancy Renschler. 
   Her favorite place, besides with  

family, was church.  She often talked 
of the meals, fellowship, and teaching 

she enjoyed at Trinity.  The years she 
spent with you were loving and joyous.  
I have worked at Bethel Church for  

almost 40 years and know that the 
time spent in church work (ie. counting 

money after church, singing in the 
choir, playing the piano) all gave her a 
sense of purpose.   

   Have a great day and thank you for  
continuing to reach people with the 

love of GOD 
 

Beth Young 

                     PENCE HOUSE 

The Pence house is available to rent. The 
church council would prefer to rent to a 
church member. The trustees have the 
house in great shape. If ramps into the 
house are needed, arrangements can be 
made. Please contact the church office if you 
are interested.   838-3805 

A VOLUNTEER(S) IS NEEDED  
to organized the CWS Blanket Offering 
Please contact the church office if you 

are interested.  838-3805 

The 2020 Annual Report is completed.  

You can pick up your copy from the back 
of church. 
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 March 3  
 6:30 p.m.  Midweek Lenten Service  
March 10  
   1:30 p.m.  Spiritual Life 
 6:30 p.m.  Midweek Lenten Service  
March 14  
 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 OGHS Offering 
   11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class 
March 16  
 7:00 p.m.  Council 
March 17  
 6:30 p.m.  Midweek Lenten Service  
March 18  
 Newsletter Deadline 
March 24  
 6:30 p.m.  Midweek Lenten Service  
March 28  
 11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class  
 
APRIL 1 - MAUNDY THURSDAY 
APRIL 2 - GOOD FRIDAY 
APRIL 4 - EASTER 
 
WATCH FOR DETAILS ABOUT HOLY 
WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES  
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

 
     This yearôs theme for OGHS is ñLet Love Flowò. 

              

     The gifts you give to One Great Hour of Sharing 

(OGHS) are leveraged with those of others across 

the UCC bringing a greater impact to the work being 

done with local and global partners.  Your support 

enables us to respond to a variety of global and local 

concerns by addressing advocacy, sustainable  

development, refugee and asylum issues, migration, 

and disasters, and assisting those most in need and 

vulnerable among us. 

     The COVID-19 pandemic, wildfires, earthquakes, 

hurricanes and flooding have ravaged communities 

in the US and worldwide, leaving families and  

communities in desperate need of assistance.   

     When you share your gifts, you ñLet Love Flowô 

and your generosity ensures that even in the midst 

of uncertainty, the transforming power of Godôs love 

continues to change lives here and around the 

world, as together we build a just world for all.                                                                                            

     Thank you for your generosity and ongoing  

support of the One Great Hour of Sharing offering . 

     Please bring the attached envelope with your gift 

on Sunday March 14, 2021.  Envelopes are also  

available at the back of the church 

Lilies in the Chancel / April 4, 2021  

If you would like to place lilies in the chancel for Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 please fill out 

the form below.   Place this form in the offering plate or return to the office by   

Monday, March 29, 2021.  

 

Please arrange for  the flowers to be delivered by 2:30 pm, Thursday, April 1, 2021.   

The office will be closed on Good Friday  

Lilies given in memory/honor (circle one) of  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BY_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Trinity Financials for January 2021  

General Operating Income for January    $    12,180.00 
General Operating Fund Expense for January   $   (11,952.00) 
2021 General Operating Budget YTD     $   (15,137.00) 
2021 General Operating Income YTD     $    12,180.00 
2021 Building Transfers YTD       $          (50.00) 
2021 General Operating Expense YTD     $   (11,952.00) 
2021 General Operating Income Less Expense YTD  $         177.00 

 

 Lent marks a time of preparing our hearts to receive Jesus as our Savior, who loved 

us all the way to the cross, and who promises us Easter life. 

 Traditionally, folks have taken on a discipline of “giving something up for 

Lent.”  This year, with COVID-19 likely to still be with us, we are “giving up” the  

gathering together for midweek fellowship meals. There will be Wednesday midweek  

services, adapted for the necessary safety protocols, and made available online.   

These midweek services will be based on the Lent season Old Testaments lessons.   

Our Promising God: Evening Prayer for Lent 

 These simple services will include meditations on the covenant promises of God.  

Services in the sanctuary will start at 6:30 p.m. 

*  March 3           Abraham and Sarah 

*  March 10         Ten Commandments 

*  March 17         A Covenant of Love and Healing 

*  March 24        Jeremiah’s “New Covenant” 

SEARCH COMMITTEE:  The search committee needs your help.  We will soon 
be having small group discussions to clarify who we are as a congregation, what 
we believe, and how we share the good news of Jesus with our community and 
our world.  When we have the details for these small group meetings ready, 
please participate  

The lights and heat are on in the church. We are having bible study, youth group, and 

confirmation class. We are observing all of the CDC protocols to prevent transmission of 

the COVID -19 virus. Trinity UCC is alive and well. We are streaming Sunday church 

service AND Wednesday Lenten service on our Facebook page. We know that some of 

you have health concerns that prevent you from coming to church. Please know that we 

miss seeing you and eagerly anticipate the day when we can all be together. While some 

of our expenses are down, our offerings are also down. Gifts to support the  

congregation’s ministry can be mailed to the church office.  
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TRINITY TRUMPET  
March 2021, Vol. 23 Issue No. 3 

Trinity United Church of Christ 
505 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620  
Tel:  812-838-3805 

E mail:  trinityuccmv@gmail.com  

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/tucc47620 
Webpage:  www.mytrinityucc.com 
Address Services Requested 

THURSDAY, March 18, 2021 have  your 

notes, articles, or announcements to the 

office on time!   

Electronic submissions are especially 

appreciated!  
 

Inside This Issue 

Pastor Page 1 

Prayer List / Birthdays /   

Miscellaneous 
2 

Upcoming Events / OGHS / 

Easter Lilies 
3 

Lent Services  / Financial 

Search Committee  
4 

Calendar of Events 5 

Food Pantry Needs 6 

MARCH  

Food Pantry Needs  

TUNA  
 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

Remember to “spring” your  

clocks forward 

March 14, 2021 


