THE WONDROUS GIFT
O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
Bethlehem was just a backward little town. But they had a glorious history. They
remembered the home town boy made good, really good. Mighty King David had conquered
their enemies, and brought the nation together. They believed God’s favor had come in the
form of power and prosperity, and that it would go on forever.
But then the darkness came; hope withered and fear took hold. Greed, crooked deals,
oppressive laws and practices, injustice inflicted on the vulnerable, broken bonds of
community—like noxious weeds, these maladies took root. Neglected cities decayed, the
magnificent temple of David’s son King Solomon was looted by their enemies, and eventually,
citizens of Bethlehem joined those who were forced out of their promised land into exile in
faraway Babylon. All their hopes had been put to the test. They even feared that their God had
abandoned them, and they would never be great again. And even after they finally were
allowed to return from exile, rebuilding was a difficult and discouraging task. In time, after
wars and rumors of wars, Bethlehem and surrounding lands became an occupied territory of
the mighty Roman Empire. And so the taxation decree went out from Emperor Augustus, and
Mary and Joseph made their way to the dark streets of Bethlehem.
Our own dark streets merge into those dark streets of beleaguered Bethlehem, as we too
look for the star’s light. In a daunting winter of pandemic, we dare to hope against hope each
time the angel’s song echoes again. Hoping, and yet fearing that the news of God’s promise of
healing is simply fake news, and that life will slip again back into the depressingly, perhaps
even dangerously, familiar shadows.
After all, we see all around us the effects of dashed hopes, the destructive facets of fear
in our streets, in our world, and in our hearts. We feel the burdens of anger, violence, selfish
and short-sighted decisions, a battle over truth itself, an exile from excitement for caring and
sharing, a socially-distanced difficulties for life-sustaining community. Or maybe we simply
have a weary, anxious, empty ache for something different, something more. Our hopes and
fears also wander the streets of Bethlehem. Into this darkness, the Wondrous Gift is given,
given for us, given to us.
God’s Wondrous Gift came to us as Jesus took on our human form. This is how God
continues to work in this world. Through our sharing and caring, we are the human heart of
Jesus in our world, agents for implementing God’s mission of bringing good news to the poor,
speaking out for justice, seeking healing, and striving and praying for God’s promised peace on
earth. To our anxious fears, God says “I am with you.” “God with us: Emanuel” is our hope
and the light shining on our dark streets. The Light Shines in the Darkness. May the blessings
of that light fill your life with hope and joy as we enter a new year.
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Please Pray for
Mt. Vernon
Nursing & Rehab
Melva Englebright
Mary Gibson
Mark Healy
Brenda Schroeder
Pinehaven Nursing
Dorothy Freimiller
Dorothy Alldredge
Mike Ashworth
Pat Ashworth
Scott Becker
Jody Call
Karla Goodman
Donna Hartmann Beachamp
Jason Henderson
Janice Heriges
Marisa Hovde
Lourana Howard
Shoshana Johnson
Julie Kissinger
Dalton Kuhn
Everly Martin
Kathy Mueller
Kim Mullen
Maria Nelson
Bryan Oeth
Guin Pfarner
Dalton Pfeiffer
Judi Powers
Marilyn Raibley
Nancy Renschler
Mike Russell
Adam Rust
Esther Saltzman

Jerry Schenck
Carl Schmitz
Tammy Schneider
Evelyn Seyffarth
Cindy Searcy
Beth House-Sims
Sharon Utley
Ella Willis

Birthdays this month
01/03 Dolores Higginbottom
01/12 Karl Aaron Baro
01/13 Marcella Bayer
01/15 Linda Strupp
01/17 Gretchen Baumgart

Families of
Richard Culiver
Leroy Grabert
Phyllis Huey

01/22 Virgle Joe Higginbottom
01/26 Jacinda Keitel
01/27 Melinda Robinson
Please call the church office if you would like
to have your birthday in the newsletter
and/or bulletin

If we have inadvertently
left a name off any list
or if a name needs to be
removed, please contact
Jo Yegerlehner, wife of Pastor Y. fell at her
the church office at 838home in INDY recently and broke her leg in
3805.

two places. She was hospitalized until her
bed was needed for COVID patients, she was
then placed in a nursing home. She is expected to return to her home late December

Pat Ashworth fell
Friday December 25
and fractured her
hip and elbow. She
had hip replacement
surgery on Saturday
December 26 and is
currently a patient at
Deaconess Midtown

Letter received 11/25/2020
by Bartt Schroeder (Brenda’s son)
Mom has enjoyed watching the services that
have been broadcasted online and certainly misses
being able to attend services and seeing everyone.
I am pleased to report that Mom was moved to
Mt. Vernon Nursing and Rehab on November 17th.

Thank You letters
from Family Matters
and the Black
Township Trustee’s
Office are posted on
the bulletin board in
the hallway by the
fellowship hall

Mom is off oxygen, her blood work and vitals are
very good and currently has very good heart and
kidney function. She is doing occupational and
physical therapy daily and continues to get stronger
and improve.
She appreciates all the cards and continued
prayers from everyone. Hope and pray everyone
there is safe and doing well
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January 1 - OFFICE CLOSED
January 10 - Sunday School resumes
for adults and teens
January 13 - Spiritual Life 1:30 p.m.
January 17 - Installation of new council
members
January 18 - OFFICE CLOSED
January 19 - Council 7:00 p.m.

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE
Ministry Team Chairs
please submit your 2020
annual report to the office by
January 30, 2021
2020 GIVING STATEMENT
These will be available at the
back of the church on
Sunday, January 17, 2021

A Master Calendar is in the hallway
next to the fellowship hall, please
check this before scheduling
meetings or activities to help prevent
double booking. Please call Mary in
the office to schedule an event.

Trinity Financials for November 2020
General Operating Income for November
$ 12,115.00
General Operating Fund Expense for November
$ (16,506.00)
2020 General Operating Budget YTD
$ 187,220.00
2020 General Operating Income YTD
$ 142,101.00
2020 Building Transfers YTD
$
(505.00)
2020 General Operating Expense YTD
$ (138,428.00)
2020 General Operating Income Less Expense YTD$
3,168.00
Roof Fund Donations through November $93,226.00
Roof Cost $97,850

UPDATE FROM THE
SEARCH COMMITTEE

2021 Contribution Envelopes
2021 Contribution envelopes are
available for pick-up at the back of
church . If you do not see your name,
please contact Mary in the office. Please
discard any unused 2020 envelopes.

We are finished updating the church profile
and are ready to send it to Pastor Monica at
the UCC for her review before she posts it.
We have been informed from a council
member that Pastor Jamie Kent would like to
send his resume in for consideration. We
have let him know he is welcome to send it
and will review it as a new applicant along
with any other resumes we receive.
Please continue to pray for the search
committee as we begin this process.

If you would like to receive envelopes for 2021, please contact Mary
in the Office.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR THE
ADULTS AND TEENS IS
SCHEDULED TO RESUME
JANUARY 10, 2021

JANUARY 17, 2021
Installation of new council members

The classrooms are set up to allow for
social distancing

The Golden Rose Gift and Flower shop has
agreed to provide altar flowers for Trinity.
They will offer free deliver to the church.
They have our tax I.D. number on file and
will not charge sales tax on the flowers.
Golden Rose is located at
612 Main St. New Harmony.
Phone number 812-682-5027
Hours T-F 10-5 Sat. 10-1
The new owners are Amanda Hamilton and
Addie Robinson. The individual placing
the flower order is responsible for paying
the bill. They will not bill the church. You
can order over the phone.

ALTAR FLOWER UPDATE
A medium size plastic McDonald’s
cup can be used as an altar vase
liner. They are flat on the bottom
and can also be used as a vase.
The metal vase liners are round on
the bottom and cannot be used as
a separate vase. There are
McDonald’s cups in the sacristy
closet. Golden Rose also has
McDonald’s cups that can be used.

FLOWER ORDER FORM - 2021
I wish to order flowers for the church altar for the following date/dates in 2021
NAME:______________________________________________PHONE_____________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________
Date
_______ Given in memory/honor (circle one) of ________________________________________
by____________________________________________________________________
_______ Given in memory/honor (circle one) of ________________________________________
by____________________________________________________________________
_______ Given in memory/honor (circle one) of ________________________________________
by____________________________________________________________________
Please check one of the following:
If the date is not available,
_____ Give me any other available date closest to the above date.
_____ Give me any other available date.
_____ Call me so we can work out another date.
______I will make my own arrangements for flowers to be delivered during regular office hours or on
Sunday morning.
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9:10 Sunday
School

Tue

6:30 Boy Scouts

4
5
9:00 Care Squares 9:00 Quilters

Mon

10:10 Worship

31
9:10 Sunday
School

10:10 Worship

17
9:10 Sunday
School
10:10 Worship /
Installation of new
council members
24
9:10 Sunday
School

10:10 Worship

6:30 Boy Scouts

25
26
9:00 Care Squares 9:00 Quilters

18
19
OFFICE CLOSED 9:00 Quilters
9:00 Care Squares
7:00 Council
6:30 Boy Scouts

6:30 Boy Scouts

10
11
12
9:10 Sunday
9:00 Quilters
School resumes 9:00 Care Squares
for adults & teens

10:10 Worship

3

Sun

27

20

1:30 Spiritual Life

13

6

Wed

January 2021

28

9:00 Pence
Endowment

Newsletter
Deadline

21

14

7

Thu

2

Sat

29

22

15

8

9:30 AA

30

9:30 AA

23

9:30 AA

16

9:30 AA

9

OFFICE CLOSED 9:30 AA

1

Fri

TRINITY TRUMPET
January 2021, Vol. 23 Issue No. 1
Trinity United Church of Christ
505 Mulberry Street
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620
Tel: 812-838-3805

E mail: trinityuccmv@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tucc47620
Webpage: www.mytrinityucc.com
Address Services Requested

THURSDAY, January 21, 2021 have your
notes, articles, or announcements to
the office on time!

Inside This Issue

Electronic submissions are especially
appreciated!

www.facebook.com/tucc47620

Visit our web page:
www.mytrinityucc.com

Food Pantry Needs
CRACKERS
AND
TUNA
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