WAITING in HOPE

It is a season of waiting. Waiting for a vaccine, waiting for the election dust to settle and
transitions to unfold, waiting for some sense of normal again. It is a season of waiting, and
as we enter Advent, the season of waiting for Christ to come, we remember what God has
done for us. We hope for God’s promises to be at work, to heal and redeem and transform
our lives and our world. What difference does this Advent hope make in a hate-weary world
of broken promises, broken relationships, broken hearts?

We use the word hope lightly sometimes, like saying “I hope it doesn’t rain today.” But hope
is not at all a lightweight thing. It can keep us going as we wait in a fearfully uncertain
present. We need Advent to help us face a world reeling with hurt and loss.

St. Paul tells us “faith, hope, and love abide.” Even babies have faith; they trust their
caregivers, totally. And it doesn’t take long to see love begin to show itself, even in an infant.
But hope is something else. Babies don’t really hope, for hope comes out of having lived for
a while, from having had to watch and wait in an anxious world.

If we want to have hope, first we need to acknowledge that things in our world are not as
God would have them be. If we want to be hopeful, first we have to lament. We have to see
why we need hope to begin with.

The Greeks told a story about living in such a broken world. Pandora had been given a box
by the gods, but was warned never to open it. Being curious, she finally could not resist. As
she opened the lid, out flew all the terrible suffering and misfortune and evil in the world. She
quickly clamped down the lid, but it was too late. The evils were unleashed. In despair, she
opened the box one more time, and discovered, there at the bottom of that box, was HOPE.

Hope makes room for a God-transformed future. St. Paul writes in Romans Chapter 8, “I
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about
to be revealed to us. . . In hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.”
Patience keeps us open to having our own lives play a part in God’s unfolding answers to
our own prayers for a world set right, for healing wholeness.

Faith allows us to hold onto God’s promises of the past. Love keeps us going in our present
life. But it is HOPE that carries us into an unseen future. The Bible reminds us that “suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and
hope does not disappoint us.” This is not to glorify suffering, but to glorify God who works
even through a Pandora’s Box of loss, iliness, heartbreak, greed, lies, and hatred in this
aching world.

May your Advent watching and waiting be filled with God’s peace and wisdom, and carry you
into a future filled with hope. Living in that hope, we can rejoice at the gift of the Christ Child
and share God’s love in a world that needs to see evidence of that hope.
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MINUTES FROM SPECIAL PENCE PROPERTY
CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS

. _ _ The church council is considering what to
Trinity United Church of Christ, Mt Vernon, IN do with the Pence property This property
Special congregational meeting h d by the ch ' o
December 15, 2019 was purchased by the church. It was not

bequeathed. Our net income for the
The special congregational meeting was property over the last 4 years (income
called to order by Church Council President Darin  minus taxes, insurance, utilities, and
Keitel. o maintenance) inegative $463.
Darin noted an omission in the 2018 Maintenance and upkeep is a major

congregational meeting minutes read at the Th il and trust h t
November 17, 2019 congregational meeting. A vote concern. € councll and rustees have no

was taken to change ico keRtedtheprepertysingedheCOYIDr y t e a

The motion passed. outbreak because if a renter should lose
A proposal was put to the congregationto  his/her job, we would not receive any
determine if the congregation desires to further income and would be responsible for all the

discuss if we will remain in the United Church of gy hansas The council has discussed several
Christ. The options were more discussion or no more

discussion. The vote was 36 for more discussion anapt'ons'

24 for no more discussion. The council will work on

scheduling further discussions. 1. Retain the property and rent when
An amended 2020 budget was presented to CQOVID is over / We would have no

the congregation. The vote was 56 for accepting andncome from the property until possibly

5 for not accepting. The budget passed.
Gary Porter made a motion to adjourn the 3rd or 4th quarter of 2021.

meeting. Trudy Keach seconded. Motion passed. ) .
2. Sell the property / It is estimated the

Respectfully submitted, property is worth $40,000. The council is
Twyala Carner very concerned about losing control of who
Is residing next to the church. There is no

Attachments: support on the council for this option.

Amended proposed budget

Rk 3a. Tear the house down and make that area
Trinity United Church of Christ, Mt Vernon, IN a parking lot / Maintenance and utilities
Special congregational meeting would be zero. Taxes would go down
June 7, 2020 L . .\

significantly. A benefit would be additional
Vice President Twyala Carner called the parking.
meeting to order. A proposal to approve $105,000
for the new roof on the Fellowship hall and a partial 3b. Tear the house down and make that area
replacement of the roof on the sanctuary was put 5 green space / Maintenance and utilities
before the congregation. There were 61 approve would be zero. Taxes would go down

votes (combination of in person and mail in ballots) . i tiv. Ab fit Id be havi
and 0 opposed. Motion passed. The meeting was signimcandy. eneft wou € having an

adjourned. area for the children that would not require
them crossing the street. The council would
Respectfully submitted, like input from the church. There are no
Twyala Carner plans to make a decision until 2021.
N2N

Trinity United Church of Christ, Mt. Vernon, IN  December 2020



ADVENT CANDLE December Events
If any individual or family is interested
in lighting an advent candle,
Please see Pastor Karen or Mary

December 2 - Music & Worship
December 9 - Spiritual Life 1:30
December 14 -18 - Christmas Assistance
December 15 - Council 7:00 p.m.

December 17 - Newsletter Deadline
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE eDecember 24 -8:00 pm - 9:00 pm

This has been a year when many things hav Christmas Eve Service

needed to adapt due to the COVID virus. December 24 & 25 - CHRISTMAS /
With the virus spreading so widely, we have OFFICE CLOSED

decided to change 1t g nBetd0a brricR ELOSES'AP11 )
Chnstmas Eve service. There will still be an January 1 - OFFICE CLOSED
opportunity to be in the sanctuary and to
receive Holy Communion, but the service
will be shorter and be mostly precorded. ANGEL TREE

Between 8 and 9 pm on Christmas Eve, thergpg angel Tree is ready for you to choose the
will be four fifteen minute blocks of time, g you are wanting to sponsor. The angel
with the service repeated-asreen for each i || have the chil dés
of those periods. This allows us to more and special request. On the sponsor sheet,

safely limit the time that we interact with 516 'syre to sign your name next to the child
other, and allow distancing between those you are sponsoring.

who will be worshipping, while allowing for  &itts can be dropped off

more people to be able to worship safely in  \10n December 14 from 10:00 8530 pm
the sanctuary that evening. During each of S ' '

these four periods, there will be time to sharer os pecember 15 from 9:00 &80 pm
In Communion. Please use the handicap entrance

~

e a

With four different time periods, it will be
helpful to sign up for which block of time CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE

you would like to come. We will set out sign VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
up sheets, or you can phone or email the  \plunteers are needed for

office. This will help us plan so more can December 14 18.

safely worship on Christmas Eve. There is a sigiup sheet in the back of the
church

You may also want t oAlGdunteeks ar® éxpectdd tofvBaR HaBka N t

of I essons and car ol sgh@sodiahdxstancavi | | be strea

on Christmas Eve on Facebook and YouTube

as part of the week]I ochBcldatUhe Go@uadyVs canfpdighifort h e
Soul 06 series at 2: 3 0theg020Rosey Cogny Christmbs Assistarcee r v |
will be available at the United Church of Program set up by Rev. Allen D. Rutherford

Christ website, ucc.org. https://www.gofundme.com/f/posepunty

christmasassistanc@rogram
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Please Prav for

Mt. Vernon
Nursing & Rehab
Melva Englebright
Mary Gibson
Mark Healy
Brenda Schroeder

Pinehaven Nursing
Dorothy Freimiller

Dorothy Alldredge
Mike Ashworth
Pat Ashworth
Beauchamp

Scott Becker
Jody Call

Karla Goodman
Donna Hartmann
Jason Henderson
Janice Heriges
Marisa Hovde
Lourana Howard
Shoshana Johnson
Julie Kissinger
Dalton Kuhn
Woody McFadden
Everly Martin
Kathy Mueller
Kim Mullen

Maria Nelson
Bryan Oeth

Guin Pfarner
Dalton Pfeiffer
Judi Powers
Marilyn Raibley
Nancy Renschler

Mike Russell
Adam Rust
Esther Saltzman

HarpY
IRT DAY!

Birthdays this month

Jerry Schenck
Evelyn Seyffarth
Cindy Searcy
Beth HouseSims
Sharon Utley 12/03
Ella Willis 12/03
12/06
Families of: 12/14
Sherri Allen 12/17
Linda Goodridge 12/17
12/19
12/20
12/20
12/20
12/25
12/26
12/31

If we have inadvertently
left a name off any list

A Master Calendar

Linda Hellenberg
Scott Russell
Rachel Johnson
Dale Strupp

Vicki Roby

Gwen Raibley
Jeff Sponn
Braden Bincsik
Richard Kaufman
Francis Tomlinson
Cindy Sponn
Wayne Mclntosh
Haley King

Is in the hallway

or if a name needs to be Next to the fellowship hall, please
removed, please contactcheck this before scheduling
the church office at 838 meetings or activities to help prevent

3805.

double booking. Please call Mary in

the office to schedule an event.

Borrowing Tables &
Chairs

The brown tables in the
back hall are available to
be borrowed from the
church. Please let the
of fice
borrow them . So that we
are able to set up for
funeral dinners and other
events in the fellowship
hall, our white plastic ta-
bles are not available to
lend unless Council pre -
approves specific requests.

My name is Mary Deckard. | was hired
October 19th as the secretary for Trinity.

| am married to Scott Deckard and have two
know y o usons, Ghristopher and Joshua Cole.
Christopher and his wife Allie, have
3 children, Tyler Alan (6), Emmy Faye (4)
and Addison Quinn (1).

Joshua and his wife Alison, have
Jack Norman (2).

Please respect this policy.

There is a withdrawal Form
& $100.00 deposit required,
which will be returned
should no damage be
done.

CHAIRMAN OF THE
MINISTRY TEAM

Please get your 2020 report to Mary

by January 20,2021
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Christmas Poinsettias :
December 20 - 27 The Golden Rose Gift and Flower shop has agreed

to provide altar flowers for Trinity. They will
offer free deliver to the church. They have our tax

If you would like to place a poinsettia in the chan- [.D. number on file and will not charge sales tax
cel, please arrange for delivery or bring your own to on the flowers.
the Church by December 18 before 2:00 pm. Golden Rose is located at
612 Main St. New Harmony.
To have names printed in the bulletin, give informa- Phone number 81@825027
tion to the church office before December 16. Hours FF 105 Sat. 161

The new owners are Amanda Hamilton and Addie
Robinson. The individual placing the flower order
is responsible for paying the bill. They will not

bill the church. You can order over the phone.

Place this form in the offering plate or bring to the
church office.

Poinsettia given in  memory/honor  (circle one) of

BY

FLOWER ORDER FORM - 2021
| wish to order flowers for the church altar for the following date/dates in 2021

NAME: PHONE
ADDRESS
Date

Given in memory/honor (circle one) of

by

Given in memory/honor (circle one) of

by

Given in memory/honor (circle one) of

by

Please check one of the following:

If the date is not available,
Give me any other available date closest to the above date.
Give me any other available date.
Call me so we can work out another date.
| will make my own arrangements for flowers to be delivered during regular office hours or on
Sunday morning.
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2020 Contributions

In order for Trinity Church to credit
a contribution to your 2020 giving,
the contribution must be
Postmarked no later than
December 31, 2020

OR

In the church office no later than
11:00 a.m. on Thursday,

December 31, 2020

This schedule is to keep us within
the IRS guidelines.

2021 Contribution Envelopes

2021 Contribution envelopes will be
available at the back of the church
Sunday December 27, 2020, If you do
not seeyourname, please contact
Mary in the office. Please discard any
unused 2020 envelopes at the end of
the year.

Contribution envelopes are avail-
able to members. If you would like
to receive envelopes for 2021,
please contact Mary in the Office
by December 2, 2020.

Trinity Financials for October 2020

General Operating Income for October $ 12,005.00
General Operating Fund Expense for October $ (9,509.00)
2020 General Operating Budget YTD $ 170,200.00
2020 General Operating Income YTD $ 129,986.00
2020 Building Transfers YTD $ (505.00)
2020 General Operating Expense YTD $(121,922.00)

2020 General Operating Income Less Expense YTD$

Roof Fund Donations through October $91,685.00

Roof Cost $97,850

7,559.00

CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING

The Christmas Fund for the Veteran of the Cross and Emergency Fund is the pri-
mary source of annual income for the work of the United Church Board for Ministerial
Assistance, one of the corporations comprising the Pension Boards of the United Church of

Christ

You can honor the Christ Child during this season by bringing gifts that will be used
to support and honor those who have served and are serving the church.

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and health premium supplementa-
tion to lowincome retirees, emergency assistance to the families of clergy and lay employ-

ees and Christmas nThank Youo Gi ft Checks

attached envelope on Sunday December
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TRINITY TRUMPET

December 2020, Vol. 22 Issue No. 12
Trinity United Church of Christ

505 Mulberry Street

Mt. Vernon, IN 47620

Tel: 812-838-3805

E mail: trinityuccmv@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tucc47620
Webpage: www.mytrinityucc.com

Address Services Requested

THURSDAYJanuary 14, 2021 have your
notes, articles, or announcements to
the office on time!

Electronic submissions are especially
appreciated!

Pastor Page 1

www.facebook.com/tucc47620 Letters to Congregation )

December Events/

i . 3

Visit our web page: Christmas Notices
www.mytrinityucc.com Prayer List / Birthdays 4
Flower Order Forms 5

Food Pantry Needs

Any Canned Beans Contributions / Financial 6
Pork n Beans

Navy, Pinto etc..

Calendar of Events 7

Food Pantry Needs 8
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