Pastor Page
Worship Assemblies Are Essential
For the past six weeks, American churches have been directed by government officials to
suspend weekend worship services. The stated purpose was to prevent the rapid spread of
the dangerous Coronavirus. In many states, any type of assembly of more than ten people
has been forbidden.
Most church leaders have complied with that request out of concern for community health
and respect for government authority. Creative preachers have stayed in touch with their
congregations through the internet and online services. There are encouraging reports of
positive results as Christians attempt to make the most of every opportunity. It’s believed
more people watched Easter sermons online this year than had attended church on the
previous Resurrection Sunday.
As we move into the first phase of “Reopening America” it is obvious churches will be limited
by social distancing measures for weeks to come. Local governments are now tasked with
the timeline for lifting those restrictions. That concerns me because, in some states,
government officials have concluded that drive-in liquor stores are essential, but drive-in
church services were not. Abortion clinics remain open while churches remain closed.
While it may require both creativity and courage to do so, church leaders should take
initiative to meet together as soon as possible. In my opinion, church leaders would make a
huge mistake to assume that online services are a satisfactory, long-term substitute for regular worship.
There are numerous Biblical reasons why regular worship services are vital for Christfollowers:
Obedience – Corporate worship is a command, not an option. Hebrews 10:24-25 instructs
us, “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
Sometimes when children don’t understand why their parents have issued a particular
directive, they ask, “Why?” There is usually a solid reason for the instruction, but in the end,
parents often respond, “Because I said so!” God is the ultimate authority in our lives; the
fact that His word commands us to meet together regularly should be enough reason to
obey. But there are good reasons why weekend assemblies are crucial for believers.
Fellowship – The First Century church: “…devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).
From birth, we need interaction with others to be emotionally healthy. The same is true
spiritually. Christians need meaningful relationships with other Christians. The most
important lessons we learn are not in a classroom but from seeing faith lived out in the lives
of others. Believers are told to weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice.
.
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We need to feel the hugs, see the tears, join in the laughter, and hear the verbal responses
of others. The Bible likens the church to a body where each part is essential in sustaining the
other.
Encouragement – The Hebrew writer says we’re to meet together regularly to “Encourage
one another.” When we’re isolated, it’s easy to yield to the alluring temptations or the
infectious despair that surround us. We need the reinforcement that only comes from interaction with others who “have received a faith as precious as ours.”
The preaching of the gospel encourages us. The prayers of the saints encourage us. The
reading of Scripture encourages us. Baptisms encourage us. Congregational singing encourages us. Ephesians 5:19 says one of the ways to be filled with the Spirit is to “Speak
to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.”
In the past few weeks, I’ve participated in several online services with a handful of others. It’s
my experience that much is lost in small group singing, partly because very few in my groups
are strong singers. It’s inspirational to hear hundreds sing together, and I need to be
surrounded by a group of others for congregational singing to be encouraging!
Accountability – “If someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore
him gently” (Galatians 6:1). Christians must hold one another accountable for loyalty to
Jesus Christ. If we never meet, never interact, never deepen relationships, effective accountability becomes limited to just a handful of believers who are often reluctant or incapable of
confronting.
Hebrews 13:17 tells us to have confidence in our church leaders, “…and submit to
their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an
account.” When the congregation doesn’t assemble, there is little to no spiritual oversight.
Testimony – The Apostle Paul instructed the church to take communion together. “For
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes” (1 Cor. 11:26).
When believers meet together, they proclaim their belief in Christ Jesus. One older man was
asked why he went to his little country church even though the music was awful, and they
had no preacher at the time. He said, “I just want the devil and my neighbors to know
whose side I’m on!”
Steve Chapman, a popular songwriter and author, relates that neither of his parents were
Christian. His mother walked to nursing school two nights a week. One evening she was
deeply troubled by her difficult marriage. As she made her way to class, she heard
congregational singing from the church she was passing. She was captivated by the joyful
music and forgot about her class. The Spirit of God moved within her as she slipped quietly
into the back of the church. She heard the gospel preached and came home born again. In
the years that followed, thousands have been touched by the inspirational music of her son
Steve and his wife, Annie. That generational impact occurred because one small
congregation met on a Wednesday night, and a young, troubled mother overheard their
testimony.
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Thank You Notes

At this point, I don’t know the wisest
response to government intrusion on first
amendment rights during a health crisis.
However, I feel this is, constitutionally, very
dangerous territory. Church leaders should
seek God’s wisdom as to how to balance
physical and spiritual health. I’m admittedly
an impatient person, but we need to
extraordinary gift that merits protecting and
fighting for, lest it progressively slips away.

Thanks to all who sent cards and said
prayers for me when I had my
amputation surgery in December and my
other surgery in January on my stump.
As of April 17th I will be fitted for my
prosthesis and it will be ready in about a
month, so then my physical therapist can
come and help me walk on two feet
again. God is good.
Cindy Searcy

Ripken relates a story of a minister in the
former Soviet Union who had been imprisoned and tortured for his gutsy loyalty to
Christ. This courageous servant, who had
been repeatedly persecuted by the
communist party, gave Nik this challenge,

Thank you for the phone calls, cards and
prayers I received concerning Barb’s
passing. It meant a great deal to me.
Thank you
Don Kleinschmidt

“Don’t ever give up in freedom what we
would never have given up in
persecution! That is our witness to the
power of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ!”

NOTICE
Office Hours May 27-June 5, 2020
12:00 Noon-2:30pm
Volunteers will be in the office
during these times.
Secretary will be on vacation and
will be back in office Monday, June
8th.

I pray Gods blessings and guidance upon
you Trinity Church, may He hold you, guide
you and lead you always according to His
Holy Word.
In His Service,
Pastor Jamie & Family

Office Closed
The office will be closed
Monday, May 25, 2020 for
Memorial Day.

Pentecost Sunday May 31

April Offering Averages
Offering $2,667.00
Weekly Need $4,073.10
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Strengthen the Church Offering

May Events

Each day, visions and dreams are
created in the hearts of many in the
United Church of Christ. Through the
Strengthen the Church offering, they can
become a reality. As God calls our
congregations to be church in new ways,
your gift will plant new churches, awaken
new ideas in existing churches, and
develop spiritual life in our youth and
young adults. Because of this offering,
many more will hear the good news that
“God is still speaking.” Bring or mail
your offering to church May 31st, 2020.
Envelopes also available at back of
church.

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL EVENTS
ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
May 3-Worship with Holy Communion
May 3-Dinner & Movie at 6:00. Movie is
“Overcomer” and will start at 6:45pm
Please bring a covered dish to share.
(Change of date). If you would like to
attend, please call the office
812-838-3805 or email:
trinityuccmv@gmail.com
May 7-Pastoral Relations Ministry Team
meeting at 7:00pm in lounge.

Mother’s Day May 10, 2020

May 13-Spiritual Life in lounge at
1:30pm.
May 17-Graduate Sunday Reception.
May 18-Church Council meets in lounge
at 7:00pm.
May 21-Newsletter Deadline.
May 24-Sacred Harmony combined
concert and worship service and picnic at
10:00am outside. (Change of Date)

Graduates
The care Square team will honor
high school or college graduates
with a wall hanging. Please submit
name of graduates and schools to
the church office 838-3805 or to
Sarah Becker at 783-2431.
Graduate Sunday
will be held Sunday, May 17, 2020

May 24-Pastor Jamie’s Last Day at
Trinity.
May 25-Office closed for Memorial Day.
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Please Pray for
Mt. Vernon Nsg. &
Rehab
Dorothy Alldredge
Mark Healy
Melva Englebright
Mary Gibson
Betty Lueder
Donna Hartmann
Beauchamp
Jody Call
Jerry Funkhouser
Family of Rick Guess
Gayle Gunter
Janice Heriges
Family of Kent
Higginbottom
Marisa Hovde
Lourana Howard
Casey Hudson
Shoshana Johnson
Family of Karen
Lingafelter
Mike King
Family of Barbara
Kleinschmidt
Dalton Kuhn
Kathy Mueller
Kim Mullen
Maria Nelson
Guin Pfarner
Dalton Pfeiffer
Nancy Renschler
Mike Russell
Family of Lucille
Saunders
Cindy Searcy
Beth House-Sims
Sharon Utley

Nelda Veach
Robert Webb
Haley Winiger

Trinity Financials for March
General Operating Income for Mar $20,519.64
General Operating Fund Expense for Mar $(16,592.99)
2020 General Operating Budget YTD $(51,060.00)
2020 General Operating Income YTD $49,720.85
2020 Bldg. Transfers YTD $(291.00)
2020 General Operating Expense YTD $(54,478.07)
2020 Gen. Oper. Income Less Expense YTD $(5,048.22)

Borrowing
Tables & Chairs
The brown tables in the
back hall are available to
be borrowed from the
church. Please let the office know you’d like to
borrow them. So that we
are able to set up for
funeral dinners and other
events in the fellowship
hall, our white plastic tables are not available to
lend unless Council preapproves specific requests.
Please respect this policy.

Gwen Raibley
Olivia Schroeder
Kayanna French
Emma Hazlett
Hunter Wilson

There is a withdrawal Form
& $100.00 deposit required,
which will be returned
should no damage be
done.

Birthdays this month
May 2 William Higgins
May 5 Amber Grabert
May 9 Dorothy Freimiller
May 9 Trudy Keach
May 9 Gregory Russell
May 12 Scott Becker
May 12 Shawn Schmitzer
May 14 Braelyn Grabert
May 16 Bill Baro
May 17 Kristi Uhde
May 20 Judith Heberer
May 23 Marilyn Brauser
May 25 Brookleyn Grabert
May 27 Gayle Vogel

If we have inadvertently
left a name off any list,
please contact the church
office at 838-3805.
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6

7

Thu

10:10 Worship

31 Strengthen the
Church Offering
Pentecost Sunday
9:10 Sunday School

24
9:10 Sunday School
10:00 Sacred
Harmony

10:10 Worship

17
Graduate Sunday
9:10 Sunday School

10:10 Worship

10 Mother's Day
9:10 Sunday School

26
9:00 Quilters

19
9:00 Quilters

12
9:00 Quilters

27

20

13
1:30 Spiritual Life

28

21 Newsletter
Deadline

14

29

22

15

Fri

Secretary vacation will be May 27-June 5. The office will be open from Noon-2:30pm every day.

6:30 Boy Scouts

25 Office Closed
9:00 Care Squares

6:30 Boy Scouts
7:00 Council

18
9:00 Care Squares

9:00 Care Squares
6:30 Boy Scouts

11

8

5
9:00 Quilters

Tue

3
4
10:10 Worship with
Holy Communion
9:00 Care Squares
6:00 Dinner & Movie
6:30 Boy Scouts

Mon
1

Sun

ALL EVENTS ARE
SUBJECT TO
CHANGE

May 2020
Wed
Sat

30
9:30 AA

23
9:30 AA

9:30 AA

16

9
8:00 St. Lucas UCC
Craft, Bake & Plant
Sale
9:30 AA

2
9:30 AA
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Address Services Requested

THURSDAY, Thursday, May 21, 2020
your notes, articles, or announcements
to the office on time! Electronic
submissions are especially
appreciated!
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Spiritual Life

5

Sacred Harmony Event

6

Calendar of E vents

7

Miscellaneous

8

Food Pantry
Hamburger Helper
Canned Fruit
(No Peaches)
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