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What Happens when you Die? 
A devotion came across my desk last week and gave such a great answer to the 
question, what happens when I die? I thought I’d share it with you during these  
troubled times and let us remember that we are victorious through our risen Savior! 
Several years ago I received an urgent call to visit a dying man in the hospital. I didn’t 
know Peter well, but well enough to know that he was paying a high price for his hard 
living. Years of drugs and alcohol had pilfered his system. Though he’d made peace 
with God through Christ, his liver was at conflict with his body.  When his ex-wife 
phoned, she was standing at his bedside. Peter, she explained, was knocking at 
death’s door. Though I hurried, he entered it seconds before I arrived. The hospital 
room atmosphere had a …just happened… feel to it. The ex-wife was still standing by 
the bed. His hair was stroked back from her touch. The imprint of a lipstick kiss was 
just below the knuckles on his left hand. Perspiration beads sparkled on his forehead.  
She saw me enter and looked up. With her eyes and words she explained, “He just 
left.”  
He silently slipped out. Exited. Departed. He passed, not away, but on. Yet on to 
where? And in what form? To what place? In what manner? And, once there, what did 
he see? Know or do? We so desire to know. Who in your life “just left?” When the 
breathing of your husband ceased, the beating heart in your womb stopped, when the 
beep of your grandmother’s monitor became a flat-lined tone, what happened in that 
final moment?  
And, what will happen to you in yours? Barring the return of Christ, you will have 
one…a last gasp, a final pulse. Your lungs will empty and blood will still. Since the  
moment is inevitable, should we not prepare for it?  
When asked the question, “What will we be after we die?” The human race has  
conjured up four answers.  
    Nothing – we will decay and/or disintegrate. Death is a dead end. Our works and 
reputation might survive, not us. 
    Ghosts – Phantoms of what we once were. Pale as Edgar Winters’ beard. Struc-
tured as a morning mist. What will we be after we die? Spectres. 
    Or, hawks. Or, cows, or a car mechanic in Kokomo. Reincarnation rewards or  
punishes us according to our behavior. We come back to earth in another mortal body. 
Or,  
As part of the universe. Eternity absorbs us like a lake absorbs a storm. We return to 
what we were before we were what we are… we return to the cosmic consciousness 
of the universe.  
According to some folks, we bury the soul when we bury the body like a wrapping with 
a hot dog, never expecting to see either again. Other people propose that the spirit 
abandons the body as a butterfly escapes the cocoon. Christianity, on the other hand, 
posits a new startling, surprising idea. What you had before death, you’ll have after 
death, only better, much, much better. You will go to paradise: heaven, but not home.  
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Then, upon the return of Christ, you will receive a spiritual body and inhabit a restored 
universe. This is the promise of God. This promise hinges on the resurrection of 
Christ. The Christian hope depends entirely upon the assumption that Jesus Christ 
died a physical death, vacated an actual grave and ascended into heaven where he, 
at this moment, reigns as head of the church. 
  
The Easter miracle, in other words, changed everything. 
 
It was Sunday morning after the Friday execution. The sky was dark. The disciples 
had scattered. And the Roman executioner was wondering about breakfast, or work, 
or his next day off. But he was not wondering about the fellow he had nailed to a cross 
and pierced with a spear. Jesus was dead and buried. Yesterday’s news, right? 
Wrong. God shook things up. 
“There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven 
and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that 
they shook and became like dead men. The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not 
here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he 
lay.’” (Matthew 28:2–6) 
Had such words never been spoken, had the body of Jesus decayed into dust within 
the borrowed tomb, you would not be reading this essay and we would not be  
discussing this promise. But the words were spoken and the promise was made more 
than once. 
Jesus appeared to the women near the tomb and to the followers in the Upper Room. 
He appeared to the disciples on the road to Emmaus and his friends on the shore of 
Galilee. He spoke with them. He ate with them. They touched his body, they heard his 
words. They were convinced that Jesus was risen from the dead. 
And they drew this conclusion. His resurrection is the proof and promise of ours. What 
God did for him, he will do with us. When he rose from the dead, Jesus was the “first 
fruits” (I Corinthians 15:20,23). “First fruits” is the first taste of the harvest. The farmer 
can anticipate the nature of the crop by sampling the first crop. We can anticipate our 
own resurrection by trusting the empty tomb of Christ. 
 
Here is what is going to happen to you. 
 
Upon death, your spirit will immediately enter into the presence of God. You will enjoy 
conscious fellowship with the Father and with those who have gone before. We  
believe this to be true because of verses like this from the Apostle Paul: 
“If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what 
shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and 
be with Christ, which is better by far” (Philippians 1:21-23). 
 Continued on p. 3 
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Paul believed that his last breath on earth would be followed by his first glimpse of 
Christ in paradise. The same is true for you. Say goodbye to loved ones. Say hello to 
God. You will then enjoy fellowship with God and loved ones until the day when Christ 
returns. “…the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God…all who are…in their 
graves will hear His voice…they will come out…” (John 5: 25,28-29 ).   He who 
created us, will collect us.   “The Lord, who scattered his people, will gather them  
together” (Jeremiah 31:10 ). 
 
I’ve stood in cemeteries and attempted to imagine this moment. The road on which 
Denalyn and I take our walks is marked by a small, country cemetery. The headstones 
are faded beyond recognition. No dirt has been turned for a century. The few  
discernible names share a common last name. I assume that a family is buried there. 
It seems to be just one of the millions of burial spots around the planet. Yet, if these 
words are true, it will someday witness a miracle beyond words. The same God who 
shook the soil of Jerusalem will shake the soil of this simple cemetery. The grass will 
be pushed back from within. The caskets will open and the bodies of these forgotten 
farmers will be called into the sky. Spirits will be reunited with bodies, glorified bodies. 
 
The resurrected Jesus is our example. His resurrection body bore a semblance to the 
crucified one; but only a semblance. Jesus’ disciples, who lived with him for three 
years, didn’t recognize him at first. Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18), the Emmaus 
disciples (Luke 24:13-35), and the twelve (John 21:1-7), saw Jesus but didn’t see him 
as Jesus. He did familiar physical things such as walking and eating. He did things he 
had done, but appeared in a different form. 
 
But not nearly as much as you will; your new body will be so much better. ” …when 
he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2 ). 
 
“We shall be like him.” Let the amputees and infected, bed-ridden, and anemic put 
themselves to sleep with the promise, “We shall be like him.” Let the wheel-chair 
bound and atrophied take this promise to heart. “We shall be like him.” We shall 
graduate from this version to his likeness. We shall enjoy a body, like his made for 
heaven and earth. 
 
“So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it often looks like 
things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is making new life, not a day 
goes by without his unfolding grace. These hard times are small potatoes compared 
to the coming good times, the lavish celebration prepared for us. There’s far more 
here than meets the eye. The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But 
the things we can’t see now will last forever” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18 ). 
Happy Easter! 
Pastor Jamie 
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Graduates 
Graduation is just around the corner.  

The care Square team will honor high 
school or college graduates with a wall 
hanging.  Please submit name of 
graduates and schools to the church 
office 838-3805 or to Sarah Becker at 
783-2431. 
Graduate Sunday will be held May 17. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL EVENTS ARE 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
 
April 1-Children’s Choir at 5:30pm 
Lenten Meal at 6:15pm.  Worship at 
7:00pm. 
 
April 4- Men’s Lenten Breakfast to be 
held at Trinity. 
 
April 5-Palm Sunday.  
9:10 Breakfast & Easter Egg Hunt 
9:50 Games & Story Time.   
10:10 Worship with Holy Communion. 
 
April 8-Spiritual Life at 1:30pm 
 
April 9-Maundy Thursday service at 
7:00pm. 
 
April 10-Office closed for Good Friday. 
 
April 12-Easter Sunday. 
Early service at 7:00am in courtyard 
weather permitting. 
Breakfast at 7:45am. 
SS at 9:10am. 
Worship at 10:10am. 
 
April 20-Church Council meets in lounge 
at 7:00pm. 
 
April 26-Dinner & Movie at 6:00pm.  The 
movie will be “Overcomer”.  Please bring 
your favorite covered dish to share. 
 
April 26-Youth Group 

April Events Lilies in the Chancel 

If you would like to place lilies in the  

chancel for Easter Sunday, April 12 

please give the church office your 

name and the name(s) of the person

(s) being remembered or honored by 
Monday, April 6, 2020. 

Please arrange for the flowers to be 
delivered by 2:30pm, Thursday, April 

9.  The office  will be closed on Good 

Friday. 

Mt. Vernon Ministerial  
Association Community  

Good Friday Service 

April 10, 2020 Has been Cancelled. 

30 Pieces of Silver Offering 
April 12 Easter Sunday we will  be  

taking up offering for Thirty Pieces of Silver.  

This year the offering will go 50% to food 

pantry and 50% to our missionaries Chris & 

Robyn  

Zickmund.  Please designate on your enve-

lope or use the special envelopes at the 

back of the church. 
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Please Pray for 
 Solarbron The Point 

Lucille Saunders 
Mt. Vernon Nsg. & 
Rehab 

Dorothy Alldredge 
Mark Healy 
Melva Englebright 
Mary Gibson 
Betty Lueder 
Premier Healthcare, 
New Harmony 
Barbara Kleinschmidt 
 
 
Donna Hartmann 
Beauchamp 
Carolyn Brauser 
Jody Call 
Jerry Funkhouser 
Bill Gilbert 
Rick Guess 
Janice Heriges 
Kent Higginbottom 
Marisa Hovde 
Lourana Howard  
Casey Hudson 
Chubby Jeffries 
Kevin King 
Dalton Kuhn 
Kathy Mueller 
Maria Nelson 
Guin Pfarner 
Dalton Pfeiffer 
Nancy Renschler 
Family of Allen Rush 
Mike Russell 
Cindy Searcy 
Beth House-Sims 
Sharon Utley 

Nelda Veach 
Robert Webb 
Faye Williams 
Haley Winiger 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Borrowing 

Tables & Chairs 

The brown tables in the 

back hall are available to 

be borrowed from the 

church.  Please let the of-

fice know you’d like to  

borrow them.  So that we 

are able to set up for 

 funeral dinners and other 

events in the fellowship 

hall, our white plastic ta-

bles are not available to 

lend unless Council pre-

approves specific requests.  

Please respect this policy. 

There is a withdrawal Form 

& $100.00 deposit required, 

which will be returned 

should no damage be 

done. 

If we have inadvertently 
left a name off any list, 
please contact the church 
office at 838-3805. 

 

Birthdays this month 

April 1 Laura Kuhn 
April 6 Gary Porter 
April 6 Reid Schmitzer 
April 17 Jeanie Ricketts 
April 19 Ruth Duckworth 
April 29 Gary Redman 
If you would like to have your birthday in the 
newsletter and/or bulletin, please call Jan to 
check that we have your date of birth. 

March Averages in  

Attendance and Offering 
Worship  99 

Sunday School  33 
Offering  $4,335.00 

Weekly Need $4,073.10  

Trinity Financials February 2020 

General Operating Income for Feb $12,066.78 
General Operating Fund Expense for Feb $(17,920.32) 
2020 General Operating Budget YTD $(34,040.00) 
2020 General Operating Income YTD $29,201.00 
2020 Bldg. Transfers YTD  $(150) 
2020 General Operating Expense YTD $(37,885.00) 
2020 Gen. Oper. Income Less Expense YTD $(8,834.00) 

Altar Flowers 

Dates available are: 

Apr 5, 19 

May 10, 17, 31 

June 7, 21, 28,  30 

July 5, 19, 26 

Aug 9, 16, 12, 30 

Sep 27 

Oct 18, 

Nov 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
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Trinity United Church of Christ 
505 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620  
Tel:  812-838-3805 

E mail:  trinityuccmv@gmail.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/tucc47620 
Webpage:  www.mytrinityucc.com 
Address Services Requested 

THURSDAY, Thursday, April 16, 2020 

your notes, articles, or announcements 

to the office on time!  Electronic 

submissions are especially 

appreciated! 

 

Inside This Issue 

Pastor Page 1-3 

April  Events 4 

Spiritual Life 5 

Sacred Harmony Event 6 

Calendar of E vents 7 

Miscellaneous 8 

Food Pantry  

 

Hamburger Helper 

www.facebook.com/tucc47620 

Visit our web page:    

 www.mytrinityucc.com 


