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Christmas – When Nobodies Become Somebodies
Shepherding was a blue-collar job in the First Century. It required very little training.
Even young boys could tend sheep, and it was a good thing because thousands
were needed. Bible commentator William Barclay estimated that 250,000 sheep
were sacrificed at the annual Passover Feast in Jerusalem. There were lots of
shepherds keeping watch over their flocks at night on the Judean hillsides.
Most shepherds were not held in high regard. Before introducing his brothers to
Pharaoh, Joseph, the Vice Pharaoh of Egypt, advised them: Don’t tell him you’re
shepherds because “shepherds are detestable to the Egyptians” (Gen. 46:34).
In 1 Samuel 17, the shepherd boy David rebuked his older brothers for not having
the courage to fight Goliath, the giant who was taunting the army of God. David’s
brother Eliab angrily snapped at him, “Go back to tending your scrawny flock of
sheep – you don’t belong here!”
Yet on that first Christmas God chose to announce the birth of His Son to a handful
of these night watchman huddled around a campfire outside Bethlehem. What a
boost it must have been to the shepherd’s sense of self-worth to be selected by God
to be the first to see the baby Jesus. Maybe they weren’t significant to the world, but
they were significant to God who had singled them out for a special revelation.
Not only were those shepherds the privileged eyewitnesses to a choir of angels and
the newborn Messiah, but they were also entrusted with the huge responsibility of
sharing what they had experienced with everyone they met. They were the center of
attention and the talk of the entire region! “…all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them” (Luke 2:18).
Jesus said to His disciples, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in
me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me, you can do nothing” (John
15:5). Apart from Jesus Christ, we are all nobodies regardless of our current status
in the world.
Most counselors today advise us to develop a positive self-worth. They insist, “You
are important. There’s no one like you. You have a unique set of fingerprints, and
you are special.” Parents are instructed to encourage their children, “You can do
anything you set your mind to. You can be anything you want to be. You are
somebody!”
But that’s not really true. If Shaquille O’Neal’s mother told him, “You can be a jockey
and win the Kentucky Derby someday,” that would not be true. If Pat Day’s father
told him, “You can be a dominant center in the NBA someday,” that would not be
realistic. Here’s the unpleasant truth. Apart from God, I’m not very important.
I really don’t matter much at all. I’m just one of six billion people temporarily alive on
this planet which is a tiny blue dot in the vast universe. I may live to be 80 or even
90 years old, and then I will die, and my body will return to the dust of the ground.
Very few people will notice when I’m gone.
Continued on p. 2
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The few who do love me will weep at my funeral and talk about what a nice person I
was and how much they will miss me and then they’ll go on without me.
One hundred years from now chances are most of our names won’t be spoken again
on the face of the earth. The Bible asks, “What is your life? You are a mist that
appears for a little while and then vanishes” (James 4:14).
But when Christ is born in us, we have a divine calling and an eternal purpose. He not
only forgives our sins through His atoning sacrifice on the cross, but He also
transforms us from being nobodies to being children of the Creator of the universe!
“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1).
A tooth, believed to have been extracted from Napoleon’s mouth, was sold at auction
in London, Thursday, Nov. 10, 2005, for 12,939 pounds (19,200 euros, US$22,600).
On November 10, 2005, a single tooth sold for $22,600 at the Dominic Winter Auction
House in London, England. The tooth fairy might leave a couple of dollars under the
pillow in exchange for a recently pulled molar, but who would pay $22,600 for an old
yucky tooth? That particular tooth was of such high value because it had allegedly
been pulled from the mouth of Napoleon Bonaparte during Napoleon’s exile on the
Island of St. Helena in 1819. The auction officials displayed papers that traced the
tooth back to its roots!
We are not of much value on our own. That’s why Jesus said, “Apart from me you can
do nothing.” But when Christ is born in us, we become a part of the body of Christ. We
have eternal significance because we have been adopted into the family of God. And
we have been entrusted with the crucial assignment of taking the gospel to the world.
We become somebody important not because of who we are but because of to whom
we belong.
One of the joys of Christmas is the reminder that, like those First Century shepherds,
we matter to the God of the universe. Simon Peter stated it this way, “…you are a
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light” 1 Peter 2:9).
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Pastor Jamie, Susan, Gwen, Ethan, Nicole, Braden, Jamilee and Brenna
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, December 15, 2019
Two items of business are:
1. Vote on amended budget proposal
2. Vote to determine if the congregation desires to further discuss the UCC
Issue. There were only 17 survey replies that had issues with and/or wish to
leave the UCC. Council decided we will proceed with the congregational
meetings to discuss further. ONLY if a significant number of members wish to
do so.
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December Events
December 1 - Pastor Jamie & Susan's open house to all Trinity
Family from 5:00pm to 7:00pm with Christmas goodies, candy and
cookies to enjoy and a time to share and sing Christmas carols as we
enter into the Advent season. Will be held in the church
fellowship hall.
December 4 - Bible study "I Can Only Imagine" at 6:00pm to
7:15pm. Youth choir practice at 6:00pm to 7:00pm. Adult
Choir practice at 7:15pm to 8:30pm.
December 8 - Jr/Sr High youth group will meet at 6:00pm in the
youth room for snacks and to make Christmas cards for our shut-ins.
December 15-Congregational Meeting after worship.
December 15 - Youth Christmas Play "The No Room Inn" at 5:00pm
followed by our annual Christmas Dinner, come and bring a covered
dish to go with the fried chicken and enjoy Christmas at Trinity. A
special guest may arrive if everyone is on their best behavior.
December 16 - Church Council meeting at 6:00pm in the
fellowship hall with dinner provided by Rev. Kent for a Christmas
dinner. All spouses are invited for the dinner which will include Bbq.
Pork, baked beans, potato salad and pie for dessert. Council will begin
at 7:00pm in the lounge. New incoming council members are
invited.
December 20 - Youth Christmas Party.
Decmber 22-Youth Christmas Caroling after church service.
December 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion
Service will be at 9:00pm. Make plans to come and celebrate the true
meaning of Christmas with your family at Trinity.

December 25-

December 29-Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association 5th Sunday Rally at
First Christian Church at 6:00pm.
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From Back Bay Mission

Thank You Notes
Thank you so much for maintaining
your room of medical equipment.
Your quick and easy loan was very
convenient for us.
Sincerely
The Simpson Family

Thank you everyone for coming to
my party and helping me celebrate
my 90th birthday.
Lucille Ziegler
I would like to thank the members of
Trinity that called, said prayers and
sent cards for “Operation Mailcall”
on my recent trip in the “Honor
Flight” to Washington, DC.. It was a
wonderful trip, so well organized and
planned. We had amazing
volunteers.
Thank you again!
Joe Higginbottom
The group of volunteers that went to do mission
work in Biloxi, Ms reported that the quilts &
pillows provided by the Care Squares of Trinity
UCC for the people there were ecstatic over the
amount that was sent there. Three children
were given matching quilts & pillows and loved
them so much they would not let go of them.

Volunteers Needed
Christmas Assistance will need volunteers for the week of December 16-20. If
you would like to help, sign up sheet and times needed are at the back of the
church. We also need a volunteer with a truck and large trailer to pick up food
for the food boxes at IGA December 17th. Please contact Jan in the office.
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Please Pray for
Solarbron The Point
Lucille Saunders
West River Health,
The Legacy
Charles Huey
Mt. Vernon Nsg. &
Rehab
Mark Healy
Melva Englebright
Premier Healthcare,
New Harmony
Barbara Kleinschmidt
Linda Almon
Jim Alsop
Bill Baro
Luke Bender
Don Brandt
Carolyn Brauser
DeAnne Brauser
Maddie Broome
Jody Call
Mildred Clevenger
Family of Mary Jane
Dausman
Dennis Emery
Marsha Frisby
Jerry Funkhouser
Emma Hazelett
Janice Heriges
Lourana Howard
Mark Hudson
Genise Huey
Hannah Kilgore
Kathy Mueller
Guin Pfarner
Kent Osborn
Mike Russell
Brian Schweizer

Cindy Searcy
Julie Stedeford
Sharon
Thompson
Sharon Utley
Nelda Veach
Susan Weis
Haley Winiger

If we have inadvertently
left a name off any list,
please contact the church
office at 838-3805.

Birthdays this month

Borrowing Tables &
Chairs
The brown tables in the
back hall are available to
be borrowed from the
church. Please let the office know you’d like to
borrow them. So that we
are able to set up for
funeral dinners and other
events in the fellowship
hall, our white plastic tables are not available to
lend unless Council preapproves specific requests.
Please respect this policy.
There is a withdrawal Form
& $100.00 deposit required,
which will be returned
should no damage be
done.
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12/03 Linda Hellenberg
12/03 Scott Russell
12/06 Rachel Johnson
12/12 Rev. Jamie Kent
12/14 Dale Strupp
12/17 Vicki Roby
12/17 Gwen Raibley
12/19 Jeff Sponn
12/20 Braden Bincsik
12/20 Richard Kaufman
12/25 Cindy Sponn
12/26 Wayne McIntosh
12/31 Haley King
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Christmas Fund Offering

2019 Contributions

The Christmas Fund for the Veteran of
the Cross and Emergency Fund is the
primary source of annual income for the
work of the United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance, one of the corporations comprising the Pension Boards of
the United Church of Christ.

In order for Trinity Church to credit a
contribution to your 2019 giving, the
contribution must be postmarked no
later than December 31, 2019 OR in
the church office no later than 11:00
a.m. on Tuesday, December 31, 2019
This schedule is to keep us within the
IRS guidelines.

You can honor the Christ Child during
this season by bringing gifts that will be
used to support and honor those who
have served, and are serving the church.

2020 Contribution Envelopes

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide
pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retirees, emergency
assistance to the families of clergy and
lay employees and Christmas “Thank
You” Gift Checks to hundreds of annuitants. Please bring the attached envelope on Sunday, December 22.

2020 Contribution envelopes will be
available at the back of the church
Sunday December 22, 2019, If you
do not see your name, please contact Jan in the office. Please discard
any unused 2019 envelopes at the
end of the year.
Contribution envelopes are available to
members. If you would like to receive
envelopes for 2020 please contact Jan
in the Office by December 2, 2019.

Office Closing
The Office will be closed
Tuesday Dec 24th
Wednesday Dec 25th
Tuesday at 11:00 Dec 31
Wednesday Jan 1st

Trinity Financials October 2019

November Averages in
Attendance and Offering
Worship 105
Sunday School 30
Offering 3,396.00
Weekly Need: $4,022.42

General Operating Income for October $13,304.51
General Operating Fund Expense for Oct $(14,902.41)
2019 General Operating Budget YTD $158,870.00
2019 General Operating Income YTD $158,284.00
2019 Bldg. Transfers YTD ($2,237.00)
2019 General Operating Expense YTD ($164,937.00)
2019 Gen. Oper. Income Less Expense YTD ($6,653.00)
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29
9:10 SS
9:45 Choir
10:10 Worship

22 Christmas
Caroling
Poinsettias
9:10 SS
9:45 Choir
10:10 Worship

16
6:30 Boy Scouts
7:00 Council

15 Poinsettias
9:10 SS
9:45 Choir
10:10 Worship
5:00Christmas Play

17
9:00 Quilters

6:00 Boy Scouts

10
9:00 Quilters

3
9:00 Quilters

Tue

6:30 Boy Scouts

30

6:30 Boy Scouts

23

31
Office Close at 11:00

9:00 Christmas Eve
Worship

24
Office Closed

Wed

18
6:00 Children's
Choir
7:00 Choir

1:30 Spiritual Life
6:00 Children's
Choir
7:00 Choir

11

7:00 Choir

4

25
Office Closed

Christmas Assistance Week in Fellowship Hall

9
9:00 Quilters
6:30 Boy Scouts
Court of Honor in
Fellowship Hall

6:30 Boy Scouts

2

Mon

8 Christmas Play
9:10 SS
9:45 Choir
10:10 Worship

1
9:10 SS
9:45 Choir
10:10 Worship with
Communion
5:00 Open House

Sun

December 2019

26

Fri
9:30 AA

7

Sat

27

28
9:30 AA

21
9:30 AA
Private Party in
Fellowship Hall

13
14
Private Party in 9:30 AA
Fellowship Hall Private Party in
Sanctuary

6

19
20
Newsletter Deadline

12

5

Thu

FLOWER ORDER FORM - 2020
I wish to order flowers for the church altar for the following date/dates in 2020
NAME:______________________________________________PHONE_____________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________
Date
_______ Given in memory/honor (circle one) of ________________________________________
by____________________________________________________________________
_______ Given in memory/honor (circle one) of ________________________________________
by____________________________________________________________________
_______ Given in memory/honor (circle one) of ________________________________________
by____________________________________________________________________
Please check one of the following:
If the date is not available,
_____ Give me any other available date closest to the above date.
_____ Give me any other available date.
_____ Call me so we can work out another date.
______I will make my own arrangements for flowers to be delivered during regular office hours or on
Sunday morning.
Christmas Poinsettias
December 15-22
If you would like to place a poinsettia in the chancel, please arrange for delivery or bring your own to
the Church by Friday, December 13.
To have names printed in the bulletin, give information to the church office before Wednesday December 11.

Christmas Dinner Following Children's Play
Sunday December 15, 2019
Chicken, Drinks and tableware will be furnished. We
would like each family to bring one side dish, vegetable or salad.
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Name:____________________________________________

Place this form in the offering plate or bring to the
church office.
Poinsettia given in memory/honor (circle one) of
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Reservations # attending______________________
White Meat___________

Dark Meat____________

Reservation deadline: December 3rd.
Please place in offering plate or bring to the office.

___________________________________________________
BY________________________________________________
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TRINITY TRUMPET
December 2019 Vol. 21 Issue 12
Trinity United Church of Christ
505 Mulberry Street
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620
Tel: 812-838-3805
E mail: trinityucc1@sbcglobal.net
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tucc47620
Webpage: www.mytrinityucc.com
Address Services Requested

Inside This Issue

THURSDAY, Thursday, December 19,
2019 your notes, articles, or
announcements to the office on time!
Electronic submissions are especially
appreciated!
Trinityucc1@sbcglobal.net

www.facebook.com/tucc47620

Visit our web page:
www.mytrinityucc.com
Food Pantry
Breakfast Cereal
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