Pastor Page
What Happens When We Die?

I have been asked this question so many times and want to share some thoughts
and stories on the topic with scripture of course where all truth is found.
A few years back, I prayed with two men who were dying. Both were under
Hosparus Care and were barely conscious. I reminded them of 2 Corinthians 4:165:8 where believers are encouraged not to lose heart when facing death. The Apostle Paul wrote that though outwardly we waste away, inwardly we can be
rejuvenated daily. Paul advised, “So fix your eyes not on what is seen but on
what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”
He reminds us that when the earthly “tent” we live in is destroyed, we have “a
building from God, an eternal house in heaven.”
Then there is this inspirational promise, “To be absent from the body is to be
present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8 KJV). That’s a fascinating and encouraging
statement to me. It reminds us we are more than physical beings; we are spiritual
beings. Inside our body there is a living soul. You can amputate both legs and both
arms, and you’re still the same person inside. You can receive a lung transplant or a
heart transplant, and you’re still the same person inside.
We’re told that almost every cell in the body reproduces itself at least every seven
years…most much quicker than that. Even bones regenerate themselves about
every ten years. There’s practically nothing about our bodies that is the same as it
was ten years ago. I look at pictures of me when I was in first grade and think,
“Was that me living inside that tiny body?” I know it was because I can remember
it. But physically I’m not the same at all. I am a spirit living inside this defective,
substandard, aging, temporary tent. However, there will come a day when my spirit
will slip away from my body. It will absent itself from this physical house I live in.
I’ve been with several people when they died. The most dramatic death I ever witnessed was the passing of George Duncan. George was a gentle, quiet soul in his
early 60’s who struggled with a defective heart. I received notice he was in
intensive care and not doing well. When I tiptoed into his room, a nurse was sitting
at his side, eyeing the heart monitor. I asked, “George, how are you doing?” He
whispered, “Well, I’m not hurting, but I’m just so weak.” I responded, “Well, I
don’t want to wear you out with conversation. I just want to pray with you and
remind you the Lord is here with you.”
I prayed briefly for George to be strengthened physically and spiritually. Then I
quoted from the 23rd Psalm, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. Yea
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil for
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thou art with me.”
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I concluded by asking the Lord to comfort and be with George in his trials. When I
said, “Amen,” George was gone! He died while I was praying the 23rd Psalm. I’ve
had people go to sleep in one of my sermons, but I’ve never had anyone die in one
of my prayers!
The attending nurse said, “I was watching the monitor and almost interrupted you,
but then I thought there’s no better way to go than while praying.” I was stunned. It
was a holy, sobering experience. Where was George? Everything physical about
George Duncan was still there. But his spirit was gone. He was absent and could
not be recalled.
A glove lying on the counter has the form of a hand but is not the hand. A body
lying in a casket is the physical form of the person we knew, but the person who
lived in that shell is gone, absent from the body. When the spirit departs, it is indiscernible. It is unseen. Just as we don’t see electricity or sound waves, there is an
unseen spirit world.
But the second half of that Scripture reads, “…is to be present with the Lord.”
The Bible does not teach soul sleep, purgatory, or reincarnation. The Bible teaches
when the spirit leaves the body, it immediately enters the presence of Christ. Jesus
said to the thief on the cross: “Today, you will be with me in paradise.” Our earthly
existence is seen but temporary. Our heavenly existence is unseen but eternal.
Frances Hobbs was dying of cancer when she asked her husband Herschel, an
influential Baptist preacher in the mid 20th Century, what it was like to die. Pastor
Hobbs said, “Honey, I’ve not experienced it, but I do know this; Jesus promised He
would come again and receive us to Himself. So I’m going to hold your hand on
this side, and I won’t let go until Jesus takes your hand on the other side.”
I can’t imagine facing death without that kind of assurance. If all we are is just
road kill; if like animals we die and slowly disintegrate into dust, then life has no
meaning and we are without hope. But Jesus Christ has risen from the dead and
proven that life after death is possible for us. He promised, “I am the resurrection
and the life; whoever believes in me will live even though He dies.”
“To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord,” providing you
have placed your trust in Christ. When the day of death comes for you, He will be
there to take your hand on the other side and lead you through the promised land.
“What a day…what a day that will be”!
Looking toward heaven,
Pastor Jamie
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Trinity Financials

Safe Church Re-Training
Anyone who took Safe
Church Training last year
needs to attend Safe
Church re-training. Gayle
Vogel will be available after
church on July 14 so you
can get updated.

May 2019
General Operating Income for May $12,147.30
General Operating Fund Expense for May ($17,426.87)
2019 General Operating Budget YTD $79,435.00
2019 General Operating Income YTD $87,799.00
2019 Bldg. Transfers YTD ($1,341.00)
2019 General Operating Expense YTD ($95,716.00)
2019 Gen. Oper. Income Less Expense YTD ($7,917.00)

Thank You Note
Trinity UCC,
Thank you very much for the wall
hanging and other gifts! I will take
this with me to Spain to study
abroad for comfort during the
year. I appreciate it.

June Averages in Attendance and Offerings
Worship 96
Sunday School 28
Offering $2,538.00
Weekly Need $4,022.42

Thanks again
Ty Sims

July Events
July 4-Office Closed
July 9-Christian Education Ministry Team will meet at 6:30pm

Family Game Night
July 13 6:00pm

July 14-Safe Church Re-training after worship.
July 15-Church Council will meet at 7:00pm in Lounge

Bring finger foods and games
to enjoy, card games, board
games, electronic game.
Everyone is invited to attend.

July 18-Newsletter Deadline
July 21-Coffee Hour
July 28-Contemporary Worship Service at 6:00pm

Isaiah 1:17 Project.
The purple & green bags at the back of the church are for this project. The bags are
given to children that are entering foster care. They provide the basic necessities for
them. There is a list on each bag for what is needed. If you are interested in helping
you may purchase one or more items and place them in the bags, or purchase all
items for a bag. Green bags are for boys and purple for girls. All ages are available.
Pledges and Giving.
The year is almost half over and this is a reminder to please keep up on pledges
and giving. Giving statements go out in September. If you would like a
statement earlier than this, please see Jan in the office.
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Please Pray for
Solarbron The Terrace
Don Heberer
Mary Jane Dausman
Solarbron The Point
Lucille Saunders
West River Health,
The Legacy
Charles Huey
Mt. Vernon Nsg. &
Rehab
Mark Healy
Walnut Creek Alzheimers Care Unit
Mary Beth Burkett
Premier Healthcare,
New Harmony
Barbara Kleinschmidt
Linda Almon
Pat Ashworth
Bill Baro
Leigh Ann Baro
Family of John Bott
DeAnne Brauser
Maddie Broome
Jody Call
Jonathan Clark
Mildred Clevenger
Katelyn Culley
(Military)
Family of Helen
Dekemper
Colt Ditmore
Jerry Funkhouser
Leroy Grabert
Rick Guess
Janice Heriges
Lourana Howard

Thank You Notes
I would like to thank everyone for the calls,
prayers, cards and visits during my illness.

Mark Hudson
Arlene Kent
Marsha King
Marti Maddix
Don McKenzie
Kathy Mueller
Fonda Parker
Guin Pfarner
Robin Phillips
Judith Powers
Craig Price
Dorothy Niehaus
Kent Osborn
Carol Redman
Susie Roby
Mike Russell
Tim Sanford
Cindy Searcy
Jo Stuart-Adams
Phillip Tyson
Nelda Veach
Family of Stephanie
Virtue
Weilbrenner Family
Susan Weis
Haley Winiger
Expectant Mothers
Tasha Schmitzer
Rachel Johnson

Thank you
Dorothy Freimiller
Dear Trinity Family,
Thank you so very much for the prayers and
good thoughts concerning my hip replacement surgery. Thank you for the Care
Squares Prayer Quilt. It is so beautiful and I
feel the love from it.
Thank you
Carole Redman

Habitat Celebrates
the
House the Otters Built
July 12, 2019 6:35pm
Bosse Field, Evansville
Join the Ballpark Reunion of the Choir, singing
the National Anthem and “Take Me Out to the
Ball Game” in the 500 voice choir. Register at:
lcorcoran@evansvillehabitat.org or call 812423-5623 ext. 37.
Lots of giveaways, must be 18 and present to
win. For more information contact Gail Knight
Williams 812-423-5623 ext. 31.
email: gkwilliams @evansvillehabitat.org or cell:
812-499-8464.
See bulletin board for ticket locations.

If we have inadvertently left
a name off any list, please
contact the church office at
838-3805.
If you would like your
birthday mentioned in the
newsletter and bulletin.
Please contact the office
812-838-3805 or email
Jan so that we can put it in
the computer.

Birthdays this month
July 14 Connor Uhde
July 25 Karen Williams
July 17 Pressley Kuhn
July 28 William Baumgart
July 19 Susan Eaton
July 29 Don Kleinschmidt
July 21 Milma Baro
July 23 Ethan Raibley
July 25 Sebastian Johnson
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28
9:10 Sunday
School
10:10 Worship
6:00
Contemporary
Worship Service

21
9:10 Sunday
School
10:10 Worship
Coffee Hour

14
9:10 Sunday
School
10:10 Worship

7
9:10 Sunday
School
10:10 Worship
Communion
5:00 Private Party
in Fellowship Hall

Sun

6:30 Boy Scouts

29
9:00 Care
Squares

6:30 Boy Scouts

7:30 AA

30
9:00 Quilters

7:30 AA

23
9:00 Quilters

7:30 AA

6:30 Boy Scouts
7:00 Council

22
9:00 Care
Squares

16
9:00 Quilters

6:30 Christian
Education
7:30 AA

7:30 AA
9
9:00 Quilters

2
9:00 Quilters

Tue

15
9:00 Care
Squares

6:30 Boy Scouts

8
9:00 Care
Squares

6:30 Boy Scouts

1
9:00 Care
Squares

Mon

31

24

17

1:30 Spiritual Life

10

3

Wed

~July
July 2019
2013 ~

26

19

12

5

Fri

27

20

6:00 Family
Game Night.

13

6

Sat

Office hours July 17-31 will be 12:00-2:30pm.
Volunteers will be in the office during this time.

25

18

11
Newsletter
Deadline

4
Office Closed

Thu
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Address Services Requested

THURSDAY, July 18, 2019 your notes,
articles, or announcements to the
office on time! Electronic submissions
are especially appreciated!
Trinityucc1@sbcglobal.net
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