Your Kingdom Come
The church and the kingdom of God have a distinct and important relationship to one another,
but they are not the same thing. The church is the scene of kingdom work and ministry in the
world, but it is altogether possible for one to be a “good church member” and have no part in
the Kingdom of Heaven.
The term “Kingdom of God” denotes the kingly reign of God. Divine sovereignty. The rule of
God in someone’s heart and daily life. By means of parallelism, Jesus defined it in the Lord’s
Prayer as the state of affairs which would exist when God’s will is “done on earth as it is in
heaven.”
The Kingdom of God broke into human experience in the person and work of Jesus. Thus,
well before the establishment of the church, Jesus could say: “If I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you” (Luke 11:20). Furthermore, the Kingdom of God cannot have a “Here it is” or “There it is” address, as a church can whenever it assembles; it exists “within you” or “among you” as people experience or witness God’s rule
(Luke 17:21).
Immoral, jealous, and otherwise sinful people fill church rolls, but “those who live like this
will not inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19-21).
To be added to the church is a wonderful start. God adds all those who are saved by the blood
of Jesus Christ to this great fellowship. Then comes the real challenge. Can this saved woman
allow God to reign over her pride and materialism? Can this redeemed man surrender his selfish ambition, foul temper, and hatred to the sovereign rule of God?
The word “church” essentially identifies an assembly. In Acts and the epistles, it is an assembly called together by God. To what end? To pursue the kingdom. Thus the church seeks to be
an outpost of the divine reign in a world of rebels against God. It seeks to create an atmosphere where men and women and children can internalize and live the values of heaven.
Because the church is the immediate arena of kingdom-seeking on Earth, many passages affirm their close link with each other. But they are not the same.
As the church, then, we resist the claim that we are the Kingdom of God. Yet we long for “a
rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:11).
Until then, we pray, “Your kingdom come!”
As we enter into the Lenten journey in the next week, let us remember we bring the kingdom
of God to others by our light shining for Jesus the Christ. Let your example of sacrifice, love,
forgiveness, and joy this Lenten season bring God’s kingdom to others as we move toward that
celebration of our Savior’s resurrection!
Think about it,
Pastor Jamie
March 5 - We are starting a youth program at 5:30pm in the Upper Room with Gary
& Geralyn Redman teaching. All junior high students are welcome and please bring
your friends. There will be food this first night to kick off this new ministry. Come
hungry guys!
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Spiritual Life
Please Pray for

One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) has made
a difference in the lives of people and communities around the world by pooling resources,
leveraging funds and serving through partnerships. Gifts given through this special offering
empower people in poverty to learn a trade,
raise their own food, and grow in faith.
United in Christ, OGHS helps provide access
to healthy food, good education, health care
and shelter. Please bring the attached envelope with your gift any Sunday in March.

Solarbron The Terrace
Geneva Holler
Solarbron The Point
Mary Beth Burkett
Lucille Saunders
West River Health
Charles Huey
Good Samaritan Home
Phyllis Huey
Cloverleaf
Geraldine Allen
The Family of Gary Adams
Peggy Adams
Yvetta Ashworth
The Family of Linc Baro
Allen Bryant
Christine Russell DeKemper
Helen DeKemper
Betty Englebright
Jerry Funkhouser
Beverly Henry
If we have inadvertently left a
Amy Higgins
name off any list, please contact
Josett Higgins
the church office at 838-3805.
Lourana Howard
Maya Luna
The Family of Lee Moye
Dorothy Niehaus
Josh Osborne
Donald Patterson
The Family of Elizabeth “Beth” Roby
Bea Schisler
Doug Taylor
Janie White
Anwar & Family

Lilies in the Chancel
If you would like to place lilies in the chancel
for Easter Sunday, April 16 please give the
church office your name and the name(s) of
the person(s) being remembered or honored
by Wednesday, April 12, 2017.
Please arrange for the flowers to be
delivered by 11:00 am, Friday, April 14.

Daylight Savings Time
Remember to put your clocks forward
March 12, 2017

A Prayer Quilt was blessed for
Dennis Clark
Sympathy to the families of Linc
Baro, Gary Adams and Jody Roby

Coffee Hour
March 19, 2017

Mar 4 Robert Dausman
Mar 4 Madisyn Mandel
Mar 7 Patricia Sims
Mar 8 Jake Robinson
Mar 9 Dennis Hellenberg
Mar 11 Beth Ann Baro
Mar 15 Niki Vogel

Ann Higgs &Carolyn Brauser

March Head Usher
Don Uhde
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Mar 16 Michelle Saddler
Mar 18 Angela Clark
Mar 19 Christopher
Grabert
Mar 20 Martha Porter
Mar 25 Olivia Culley
Mar 27 Geraldine Allen
Mar 27 Lana Hagemann
Mar 29 Jody Roby
Mar 30 Ruth Keitel

Ministry of Administration: Minutes of the Jan Council Meeting
Members present for the January 16, 2017 council meeting were Dennis Clark, Carroll Funkhouser, Judy Heberer, Trudy Keach, Don Kleinschmidt, Gary Porter, Gary Redman, Susan
Roby, David Uhde, Gayle Vogel and Pastor Jamie Kent.
President Don Kleinschmidt called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Pastor Jamie Kent had
an opening devotional and prayer.
Minutes from the council meeting on December 19, 2016 were reviewed. Judy Heberer
moved to approve the minutes, Gary Porter seconded and motion carried.
Old Business:
Grain Donation: David Uhde learned the policy for sale of grain being donated to church
and has communicated to the individual who wanted to donate.
Liability insurance for farm: Liability insurance for the farm has been added to our Schultheis policy by Bill Osborn.
Accessor: Bill Baro did check with assessor office regarding the parsonage. He didn’t provide a report for the meeting.
Parsonage Renovation: Sink in the half bath and back storm door are pending. Trustees
plan to replace the ceiling fan in the kitchen. Trustees will arrange to paint the basement,
do exterior painting and re-route outside drain in the spring.
New curtains and paint in the church lounge/meeting room. The renovation looks great.
The curtains have a black-out backing to darken the room for meetings with projection.
Thank you Carroll Funkhouser and Bill Osborn for another improvement.
New Business:
Custodial Hours: Linda Hellenberg was working 30 hours per week. When we had budget
crunch, we cut her hours to 20 per week. She has not been able to keep up with cleaning
in all areas. Trudy Keach moved we increase custodial hours from 20 to 25 per week, Carroll Funkhouser seconded and motion carried.
Member work days: Council suggested that we have several member work days to do a
deep cleaning of the areas….specifically sanctuary, fellowship hall and nursery.
Safe Conduct Policy: The Trinity Safe Conduct Policy was approved by council in October
17, 2016 and approved at the congregational meeting on November 20, 2016. We need
to implement the policy. Gayle Vogel handed out to all council members the Application
and Disclosure forms. Please put in the enclosed envelope and give to Jan King by February 1. We will then submit information from the forms to Presidium for the background
checks. We will have training for the council and employees at the March meeting. New
members to council were given a copy of the Safe Conduct Policy.
Pastor:
Pastor Kent provided a report of meetings, visits and worship services since his arrival
(attached).
Purchased new mailbox from Bud’s.

Receipt to Susan Roby for reimbursement.
Continued on p. 6
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Calling all children at Trinity UCC
We’re starting a Sunday school program at Trinity on Sundays at 10:30 after the children’s sermon at worship. We’ll be
having a Sunday school kick-off on march 5th at 9:30am in
the church fellowship hall with breakfast, juice and plenty
of fun with puzzles and other activities. Parents invited.
See you at the kick-off! Class is for ages 3 to 11.

Attendance
Average Sunday Worship 83
Weekly Adult Ed 5

Offering Weekly Avg. for February $3465.25
Relay For Life Fundraiser Dinner-March 12
We will start serving food at approximately 11:30 a.m. The meal will include Pulled Pork BBQ,
sides, dessert, iced tea and coffee. The cost of the meal is a donation to the American
Cancer Society Mt. Vernon Relay for Life. No reservations are needed. If you would like
more information please contact Judy Heberer 812-838-4743 or 812-483-1589 or Don Kleinschmidt 812-838-8477 or 812-449-9054
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Thank You Notes

AARP Tax Preparation
AARP in southwest Indiana is again offering
free tax preparation through its Tax Aide service. For a schedule and locations, go to
https://secure.aarp.org/applications/
VMISLocator/
searchTaxAideLocations.action
and input a zip code and distance. A schedule is also published in the Courier & Press,
under Meals & AARP Tax-Aide Schedule for
Seniors. The closest locations are in Evansville. This service is for those fifty or older,
or low income. The preparers volunteer their
time, and are trained by the IRS. Bring your
photo ID, social security information, tax
documents, and last year's return. Arrive
early to get your name on that day's schedule,
and bring a book.

Thanks to Care Squares for the
quilt for Dennis. It is helping him
heal faster than expected. (Dennis
Clark)

Women’s News
The women of Zion are hosting a hospitality night for all women of the
west side and Mt. Vernon UCC
churches. The Date is Thursday April
20, starting at 6:30 p.m. Please call
the church office 812-985-2437 by
April 13 if you plan on coming . Hope
to see you there for a night of fun.

Men’s Lenten Breakfasts
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25
April 1
April 8

Salem United Church of Christ
Christ Church with Father/Son Day
Trinity United Church of Christ
Immanuel United Church of Christ
Bethlehem United Church of Christ
Zion United Church of Christ, Newburgh, Memorial service

All men of all ages are invited and welcome to come attend these wonderful Lenten services with wonderful lay speakers at each service. The theme this year is God’s Bucket
List and the text is from Matthew 22:34-40. Breakfast at 7a.m. Service at 8 a.m.

Trinity’s Sign
The council and trustees are considering replacing the sign at the corner of Mulberry and
Fifth Streets. Our current sign needs to be replaced.
If you are interested in making a memorial gift towards the cost of a new sign, contact one
of the trustees: Bill Baro, Carroll Funkhouser, Bill Osborn, Gary Porter or Danny Ziegler.
Installation of Rev. Jamie Kent
The Installation service for Rev. Jamie Kent as Pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ will be
held Sunday, March 26 at 4:00 p.m. A fellowship meal will follow the Installation. There will
not be a 10:10 service that day.
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Do we provide money for camperships to attend Merom summer camp? Pastor Jamie
Kent wants to register his girls. Are there other youth to register? Council agreed that Trinity
would provide half of cost as has been past practice
Labor Day week-end there is a camp for all ages at Merom. Pastor Jamie Kent will be
teaching and he encourages church members to attend.
Big Brother Big Sister will hold their annual bowling event. Council to talk with Bill Baro if we
contribute.
Lenten Devotional: Pastor Jamie Kent would like to purchase a daily devotional (Moving
Toward the Cross) for each family and a daily devotional for children. He would like to
purchase 30 for adults and about 6 for children. Cost is approximately $52.
Gary Porter
moved to order the Lenten devotionals, David Uhde seconded and motion carried.
Lenten suppers. Pastor Kent has talked with a couple of people and we are going to have
soup and sandwiches before the service. Pastor and Jan will get a sign up sheet for those
who would like to help.
College Homecoming in Knoxville, TN on February 21-23. There are religious workshops he
will be attending. Pastor Jamie Kent has not taken a day off since arrival. Council agreed
he could take the days as off days, but should arrange for a pastor to be available for an
emergency.
Easter Sunrise Service: If weather is good, Pastor Kent would like to have the service at 7
am in the courtyard followed by breakfast.
Sermon Series for TUCC through Easter: Pastor Kent passed out the titles and scriptures.
Sign at Mulberry and 5th: Pastor Kent showed a sign from Stuart Signs that he thinks might
be appropriate for our corner since the current one is rotting. Our current sign was given
by a family as a memorial. Carroll Funkhouser said he would check with the family to see if
they would be supportive of replacing the sign and in using memorial funds to help pay for
new sign. Stuart sign would be between $4500 and $6500.
There is some electrical and
concrete work that would need to be done.
New Members:
We have requests from three individuals to transfer their membership to Trinity:
mie Kent, Judy Powers and Jana White.

Pastor Ja-

Dennis Clark moved to accept the transfer of Pastor Jamie Kent, Gary Porter seconded and
motion carried.
Trudy Keach moved to accept the transfer of Judy Powers, Susan Roby seconded and motion carried.
Gary Porter moved to accept the transfer of Jana White, Susan Roby seconded and motion
carried.
Open House for Parsonage: There will be an announcement in The Democrat and Posey
County News for the open house on Sunday, January 29 between 3 and 5 pm.
We are
asking for volunteers to help the elderly get up and down the steps to get inside the house.
Reception is being discussed.
Continued on p. 7
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Riverbend Food Pantry: Don Kleinschmidt had flyer to demonstrate what $10 in food donation appears vs what $10 cash will allow the food pantry to purchase. The food pantry can
purchase much more food as their cost is about $0.19 per pound. For Lent it was suggested church members be encouraged to give 30 pieces of money (pennies, dimes, quarters or bills) that will be designated for the Riverbend Food Pantry.
Treasurer’s Report:
Susan Roby reviewed the attached report. December income (all funds) was $15,699. December expenses (all funds) was $29,104. High expenses were due to work on the church
building and parsonage that was approved earlier this year. We had interest income of
$1,307. Loss for the month of December was $13,405. David Uhde moved to accept the
treasurer’s report, Judy Heberer seconded and motion carried.
Bills: Council reviewed the list of bills to be paid (attached). Moving expenses for Pastor
Kent was $407 over the estimated cost of $3,800. The computer in the pastor’s office was
not working and had not been working since Pastor David Pressley came. Pastor Kent and
Gary Porter purchased a laptop computer for the pastor’s office. Judy Heberer moved to
pay the bills, Carroll Funkhouser seconded and motion carried.
Incorrect pay for Organist: We did not pay Cindy Searcy the correct amount for serving as
both organist and choir director since September. Angela Clark and Susan Roby figured
the amount of pay due. We owe Cindy Searcy $770.28. It’s recommended that we take
this from the 2017 budget since we have closed out 2016. Susan Roby will write the check.
Copier: Pastor asked about the cost of copier and supplies.
the contract and supply costs.

He will ask Bill Osborn about

Helping Hands Resolution: Pastor (and in his/her absence), council president may use the
Helping Hand funds to assist those in distress, or to further a cause consistent with the purpose of the church. Funds may not be used for pastor, council president nor their families.
Don Kleinschmidt, church council president, signed the resolution.
Church Directory: Judy Heberer received information from the photographer who did the
most recent church directory. We will put this project on hold until later in the year.
Church World Service: Blankets and Tools fundraising program will be in February.
Committee Reports:
Bequests.

There were no reports from Finance, Music and Worship or Gifts and

Christian Education: Christian Education meets on January 17, 2017.
to be cleaned and organized.

Meeting rooms need

Spiritual Life: Committee met on January 11, 2017. They will send Birthday and Get Well
cards for shut in. Committee plans to visit the shut-ins near their birthday. A prayer chain
will be activated. Call Jan King, Martha Porter or JoAnn Healy of those that would like to
be on prayer chain. Spiritual Life will plan annual church picnic and help with communion
for those unable to attend church.
Trustee Report: Carroll Funkhouser gave the report.
Lifts for pulpit are on order.
LED lighting replacements are continuing.
Continued on p. 8
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Trustees plan to paint the ceiling tiles in the lounge/meeting room.
Mahogany doors for the front of church have been ordered. Mahogany doors will receive
a clear coat of finish put on by Bruce Hall Body Shop. If we decide later that we prefer
white doors, Bruce Hall Body shop can paint them for us.
Bart Schroeder will install the doors and perform the extra work needed to replace some
rotting wood in the narthex.
The meeting was closed at 8:45 pm with the group holding hands and reciting the Lord’s
Prayer.
Secretary
Gayle Vogel

The Easter Experience at Trinity
What is it? A short movie about Easter and asks the question—What if what happened then
changes everything now?
When? Sunday April 2 from 4:00-6:00 p.m.
All Trinity members, friends and family are invited.
We’ll have a short discussion after the film and please bring snacks to share before, during
and after if you’d like.

Easter Worship Services at Trinity
Ash Wednesday: 12:00 Fellowship Hall & 7:00 p.m. Sanctuary
Wednesday Lenten Services: To be held in Fellowship Hall, March 8 through
April 5—6:00 Soup and sandwiches with worship & bible study after
Maundy Thursday: 7:00 p.m. with holy communion
Good Friday: Community Ecumenical Service hosted by Trinity UCC
Easter Sunday: 7:00 a.m. Sunrise service in courtyard. 7:45 a.m. Breakfast.
10:10 worship service.
Lenten soup & sandwiches will be catered by the following:
March 8—Pastor Jamie and Martha Porter
March 15—Judy Heberer and Diann Uhde
March 22—Dottie Funkhouser and Judi Powers
March 29—Brenda Schroeder and Glenda Higgins
April 5—Gayle Vogel and Martha Porter
Dinner and Movie
March 19 - Dinner and a movie at 5:00pm. Dinner will be Subway Subs, please bring a snack
or desert to share and a 2 liter drink. The movie will be "Letters to God". Here is the link for
the movie trailer: https://youtu.be/DBDK2LGn4p0
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Mon

4:00 Installation
Service

26
8:30 Bible Study
9:15 Choir

19
8:30 Bible Study
9:15 Choir
10:10 Worship
11:20 Coffee Hour
5:00 Dinner & Movie

Relay for Life
Fundraiser Dinner

12
8:30 Bible Study
9:15 Choir
10:10 Worship

6:30 Boy Scouts

27
9:00 Care Squares

6:30 Boy Scouts
7:00 Council

6:30 Boy Scouts
20
9:00 Care Squares

13
9:00 Care Squares

5
6
8:30 Bible Study
9:00 Care Squares
9:15 Choir
9:30 Sunday School
Kick-off
10:10 Worship
Holy Communion
5:30 Youth Program
6:30 Boy Scouts

Sun

7:30 AA

28
9:00 Quilters

7:30 AA

7:30 AA
21
9:00 Quilters

6:00 Good Sam Home
Annual Mtg.

14
9:00 Quilters

7:30 AA

7
9:00 Quilters

Tue

7:15Choir

6:00 Soup &
Sandwich & Worship

7:15Choir

22
6:00 Soup &
Sandwich & Worship

7:15 Choir

15
6:00 Soup &
Sandwich & Worship

7:15Choir

1:30 Spiritual Life
6:00 Soup &
Sandwich & Worship

8

1
Ash Wednesday
12:00 Worship
7:00 Worship
Choir

March 2017
Wed

30

23

16
Newsletter Deadline

9

2

Thu

11

7:00 Men's Lent
Breakfast
Salem UCC

4

Sat

31

24

17

7:00 Men's Lent
Breakfast at
Emmanuel UCC

25

7:00 Men's Lent
Breakfast Trinity UCC

18

7:00 Men's Lent
Private Party in F. Hall Breakfast Christ
Church UCC
Flea Market &
Rummage Sale

10

3

Fri
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Address Services Requested

THURSDAY, March 16, 2017 your notes,
articles, or announcements to the office
on time! Electronic submissions are
especially appreciated!
Trinityucc1@sbcglobal.net
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