"A Fresh Start at Trinity"
I like the notion of “fresh starts” and “second chances.” How about you? Did your fall
semester in college or graduate school end on a low note? The spring semester that
starts in a few days is a fresh start for you. Was last year a tough one at work? Did
you lose a job? Have to move your family from a place everybody really liked to a new
location they hate? One way of coping is to think of what you can gain rather than what
you’ve lost. Focus on learning from the experience to help you move forward. Make some
new friends.
Is an important relationship in trouble? Did someone you love die? Are you worried
about the bad-attitude friends your son or daughter has made? Maybe you need to look
at these things through fresh eyes and with hope.
A sense of brokenness is often the mandatory first step to renewal and healing. So it
isn't a bad thing to lament our losses. But it is a bad thing to spend the rest of your life
looking over your shoulder to the past instead of lifting your eyes to the future. It can
be fatal to the human spirit and destroy Christ body the church.
As you might expect in light of all this, I see the turning of the ministry to a parish as
a big deal. Isn’t the idea of a clean slate appealing to you too? Doesn't the chance to
start over sound great? It's like starting a new year on the calendar, we all have a
chance to do all things new and afresh, being positive, encouraging, bringing members
back who left for a while, or visited others churches while waiting for a new permanent
pastor to be called. A chance to reach out again to non-active members and new folks in
our communities and let them experience and see the NEW thing God is doing at Trinity
United Church of Christ, to see the positive attitudes, the passion to reach out and
grow, the excitement of our services to life up our Heavenly Father and show grace and
mercy to all.
Remember the advice Jesus gave about just taking care of today and not biting off tomorrow's troubles? "Each day has challenges enough of its own!" he said. Think about it,
and you will realize that your own experience confirms it. In the context of that statement, Jesus gave this counsel: "Strive above all else for the reign of God in your life,
and the things that have been worrying you will resolve!" God's reign requires conscious
surrender.
Let God move in and through all Trinity members to bring this new thing to Mount
Vernon and beyond, let Him guide, love and shine through you and this town will see the
difference and want to be part of it.
Think about it,
Pastor Jamie
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Spiritual Life

Thank You Notes

Please Pray for

Trinity Members,
Thank you for the beautiful Prayer Quilt, prayers,
cards, and food while I recover from my knee surgery.

Solarbron The Terrace
Geneva Holler
Solarbron The Point
Mary Beth Burkett
Lucille Saunders
West River Health
Charles Huey

Dottie Funkhouser
Thank you to the Music & Worship Committee for all
your help getting together the Advent/Retirement
Dinner. A special thankyou to the people who
stepped in to help that day with serving and clean
up

Good Samaritan Home
Phyllis Huey
Cloverleaf
Geraldine Allen

Dottie Funkhouser

Gary Adams
Peggy Adams
Yvetta Ashworth
Linc Baro
The Family of Gary Bayer
Allen Bryant
Christine Russell DeKemper
Helen DeKemper
Betty Englebright
Jerry Funkhouser
Beverly Henry
Amy Higgins
Josett Higgins
Lourana Howard
Maya Luna
Dorothy Niehaus If we have inadvertently left a name
Josh Osborne
off any list, please contact the
Donald Patterson church office at 838-3805.
Bea Schisler
Doug Taylor
Janie White
Anwar & Family

February Head Usher
Danny Ziegler

Trinity UCC,
Thanks for your contribution of 30 quilt squares to
Patchwork Central. We appreciate your support.
Laura Heaver

Dear Trinity Quilters
Thank you so much for your continued support. Because you care, we were able to help kids get a
backpack with school supplies, a family get a car
battery so they can get to work and keep their job,
and help a family find the resources to keep their
electricity on. You can help our families not only survive, but thrive in our community.
Thank You
Beth Russell

A Prayer Quilt was blessed for
Dennis Clark

Feb 3 Dennis Clark
Feb 3 Ty Sims
Feb 5 Betty Lueder
Feb 5 Carolyn Brauser
Feb 6 Donald Heberer
Feb 8 Richard Green
Feb 8 Gordon Vogel
Feb 9 Geneva Holler

Coffee Hour
February 19,2017
Brenda Schroeder
Dottie Funkhouser
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Feb 9 Megan Eaton
Feb 10 Geralyn Redman
Feb 17 Connor King
Feb 25 Don Uhde
Feb 28 Marjorie Becker
Feb 28 Alicia Brandenberger

Church World Service
Blankets Plus
Feb 5—Feb 26
Gifts That Make a Difference
Blankets Plus is a special mission opportunity.
2016 was a tough year for many people
around the world. There were tornadoes, floods,
earthquakes, drought and famine. Many had to flee their
homes and became refugees or migrants. Through your
donations to the Church World Service Blankets Plus
Progam: You helped feed survivors, You helped save
lives, You helped blanket the refugees. The 2017
Church World Service Blankets Plus Program
will begin on Sunday, February 5 and culminate with
dedication of our gifts on Sunday, February 26.
Trinity members gave $710 in 2016. Trinity has generously given $16,457 over the past 20 years. Church
World Service responds when disaster strikes, both here in the US and around the world. They provide shelter, food, blankets, medicines, recovery kits and counseling. CWS responds to disasters in a wholistic manner,
nurturing and treating the entire person. CWS supports many disaster stricken areas around the world.
Each week we will have a mission moment describing CWS programs.
Consider a generous donation or a gift in memory or honor of someone. Your “Gift Makes a Difference”.
Gayle Vogel, Chairperson

Ministry of Administration: Minutes of the Dec Council Meeting
Members present for the December 19, 2016 council meeting were Bill Baro, Jerry Becker, Angela Clark,
Glenda Higgins, Judy Heberer, Don Kleinschmidt, Bill Osborn, David Uhde, Gayle Vogel and Danny Ziegler.
President David Uhde called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Don Kleinschmidt had an opening prayer.
Minutes from the council meeting on November 14 and December 4 and the annual congregation meeting
on November 20, 2016 were reviewed. Don Kleinschmidt moved to approve the minutes from the November14 and December 4 council meetings and to accept the minutes from the congregation meeting on November 20, 2016, Danny Ziegler seconded and motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report:
Angela Clark reviewed the attached report. November income (all funds) was $20,905. November expenses (all funds) was $26,901. High expenses were due to work on the building that was approved earlier
this year. We had interest income of $427. Loss for the month of November was $6,016. Bill Osborn moved
to accept the treasurer’s report, Don Kleinschmidt seconded and motion carried.
Minutes from Finance Committee: Council reviewed minutes (attached) from the Finance Committee
meeting on December 13, 2016. The committee provided recommendations for designation of special offerings in 2017, funding on-going projects and funding the general operating fund deficit. Judy Heberer has
the agreement of Mary Ann Fuelling and Bill Lang that the Lang bond can be used for the new doors at front
of church and steeple painting. Our budget has to balance by year’s end. Council voted to accept the
recommendations from the Finance Committee.
Continued P.5
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Calling all children at Trinity UCC
We’re starting a Sunday school program at Trinity on Sundays at 10:30 after the children’s sermon at worship. We’ll be
having a Sunday school kick-off on march 5th at 9:30am in
the church fellowship hall with breakfast, juice and plenty
of fun with puzzles and other activities.
See you at the kick-off! Class is for ages 3 to 11.

Our Stewardship of Finances

Attendance

We are but managers. It all belongs to God.

Dec 2016

Dec2015

2016 Budgeted Gen Op Expense YTD (153,887)
2016 Actual Gen Op Expense YTD
(147,728)
Loss General Operating YTD
(34,292)

(157,524)
(157,915)
(37,953)

Cash Dec Gain (Loss)
(13,405)
Cash YTD Gain (Loss)
(62,187)
Cash YTD Gain (Loss) with Bequests 74,050

11,016
(10,558)

~4~

Offering Weekly
Avg.
$3,148.25

Detailed reports are available in the church office.

Trinity United Church of Christ, Mt. Vernon, IN

Average Sunday
Worship 69
Weekly Adult Ed 5

February 2017

Bills: Council reviewed the list of bills to be paid (attached). Don Kleinschmidt moved to pay the bills, Judy
Heberer seconded and motion carried.
Liability for the farm: We do not have liability insurance for the farm. Bill Osborn will check about liability insurance.
Treasurer: Susie Roby has volunteered to be treasurer.
urer, Bill Osborn seconded and motion carried.

Angela Clark moved we accept Susie Roby as treas-

Annual Resolution for signatures on checks: Three individuals (treasurer and two designated individuals) are
authorized to sign checks. Checks $250 or greater must be signed by two authorized individuals per constitution. If stocks are given to church, the stocks should be immediately sold and converted to cash per constitution. Two of the three authorized individuals to sign checks must authorize the sale of the stock. Gary Porter
and Bill Baro agreed to be the authorized individuals in addition to Susie Roby. Bill Osborn moved that Susie
Roby, Gary Porter and Bill Baro are the three individuals authorized to sign checks for 2017, Danny Ziegler seconded and motion carried.
Grain Donation: We have a farmer who wishes to sell grain and give the profit to TUCC. It is our understanding that neither the farmer nor church will pay taxes on the profit from the sale. David Uhde will check with
Bill Lang for specifics on the process.
Work completed on parsonage: We have received a bill from Bart Schroeder for $2,979.56 for work that has
been completed on the parsonage. Bill Osborn moved that we pay the bill, Judy Heberer seconded and
motion carried.
Old Business:
Gary Porter reported that Pastor Jamie Kent will come to Mt. Vernon on Christmas night. Pastor Kent anticipates his furniture will arrive on December 27.
Assessor Office: Bill Baro will go to the assessor office to learn what is needed to change the parsonage from
rent property to tax exempt property.
Trustee Report:
Carpet bid for the parsonage is $8,100 which is less than our estimate of $12,500. Some of the savings is because we decided not to carpet the stairs. Gordon Vogel and Judy Heberer will work to strip, sand and refinish the stairs.
The organ has been checked and the light at organ repaired.
Water fountain by the choir room has been repaired.
Church door: We have a bid from Kotter for approximately $6,000 for new church doors and hardware. Bill
Osborn moved the trustees be allowed to purchase new church doors from Kotter and Bart Schroeder to perform repairs in the vestibule for a total amount not to exceed $11,000, Angela Clark seconded and motion
passed.
Christian Education: Trudy Keach and Judy Heberer worked to clean and re-organize the nursery. Judy
Heberer and a friend organized the Christian Education room.
Two hundred and twenty families were
served by Christmas Assistance program.
Music and Worship: We want to commend Dottie Funkhouser for the retirement dinner for Rev. David Presley.
Pastor Report: Pastor Jamie Kent wants to begin visiting the shut-ins and give communion. He will begin visits
to non-active members. He plans to start a Bible Study 1 time per week during the evening.
Trinity received a Thank You from Beth Schilling for providing a room at TUCC for Big Brothers, Big Sisters.
Brenda Higgins said thank you to the trustees and volunteers who are working at the parsonage.
Bill Osborn thanked David Uhde for accepting the presidency for 2016.
group to work with during the year.

David Uhde noted he had good

Gayle Vogel had pictures from the parsonage renovation. Judy Heberer sold scrap metal from parsonage
for $59. Money will be used for parsonage projects.
Adjourn: Bill Osborn moved to adjourn at 8:10 pm, Don Kleinschmmidt seconded, motion carried.
Next Meeting: Monday, January 16, 2017 at 7 pm.
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6:30 Boy Scouts

13
9:00 Care
Squares

6:30 Boy Scouts

6
9:00 Care
Squares

7:30 AA

14
9:00 Quilters

7:30 AA

7
9:00 Quilters

Tue

26
8:30 Bible Study
9:15 Choir
10:10 Worship

28
9:00 Quilters
7:30 AA

27
9:00 Care
Squares

6:30 Boy Scouts

19
20 Office Closed 21
8:30 Bible Study 9:00 Care
9:00 Quilters
9:15 Choir
Squares
10:10 Worship
11:20 Coffee Hour 6:30 Boy Scouts 7:30 AA
7:00 Council

12
8:30 Bible Study
9:15 Choir
10:10 Worship

5 Boy Scout
Sunday
8:30 Bible Study
9:15 Choir
10:10 Worship
Communion

Mon

7:00 Choir

22

7:00 Choir

15

7:00 Choir

1:30 Spiritual
Life

7:00 Choir
8

1

Wed
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7:00 NA

16
9:00 Pence
Endowment
Newsletter
Deadline
7:00 NA
23

7:00 NA

9

7:00 NA

2

Thu

24

17

10

3

Fri

7:00 NA

25

7:00 NA

7:00 NA
18

11

7:00 NA

4

Sat

River Bend Food Pantry
Jesus was betrayed for 30 pieces of silver. Can you think of a better use for 30 pieces of
silver? Thirty dimes equals $3.00. Thirty quarters equals $7.50. Thirty silver dollars
equals $30.00. Donating either of these amounts will go a long way to provide food for
the needy. Below is an illustration of what the River Bend Food Pantry can purchase for
$10.00.
During Lent a goal to raise $300.00 has been set for our congregation. Matching funds
of up to $300.00 has been pledged. Imagine the amount of food that could be obtained
with $600.00. Please give in accordance as you have been blessed. Bring your offering
to church on Easter Sunday.
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TRINITY TRUMPET
February Vol 19 Issue 2
Trinity United Church of Christ
505 Mulberry Street
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620
Tel: 812-838-3805
E mail: trinityucc1@sbcglobal.net
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tucc47620
Webpage: www.mytrinityucc.com
Address Services Requested

THURSDAY, February 16, 2017 your
notes, articles, or announcements to the
office on time! Electronic submissions
are especially appreciated!
Trinityucc1@sbcglobal.net

Inside This Issue

www.facebook.com/tucc47620

Visit our web page:
mytrinityucc.com

Food Pantry Item
Canned Fruit
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